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     As 2022 comes to a close and we stand at the 

threshold of a New Year, many folks often reflect on 

the past year’s accomplishments, events, and even 

failures. We look into the New Year as if it were a 

blank piece of paper as we wonder what the coming 

year holds.  

     Unquestionably, 2022 has been a busy year for us 

as individuals and as a church family. During this past 

year we saw the completion of the entrance canopy at 

the Fellowship Hall entrance. In May of this year, I 

became the Senior Pastor of Calvary Church which is 

a great honor and privilege. Through the summer and 

fall months we heard from God’s Word as it pertained 

to building and working together as a team. We also 

cast a new vision for the church: Following, Sharing 

and Serving, all for the Glory of God. Pastor 

Emeritus, Rick Markham, preached at Homecoming 

this past year. A great meal was planned and enjoyed 

by all who attended. We took part in a “Community 

Revival” which was joint services with Stateline 

Baptist, Schoolfield Baptist, First Church of the 

Brethren and Calvary. Attendance for these services 

was great and many people were blessed. Discussions 

are already underway planning a similar series of 

meetings in the coming year. We have seen many 

people come down with Covid and the flu as well as 

other ailments. Likewise, we have witnessed the 

passing of a number of church members including 

Calvin Hall, Eugene Barker, Viola Smith and Tommy 

Newcomb.  

     This is just a reflection of the activities of Calvary 

Church. Our personal lives have also been equally as 

busy. Through it all God has been faithful even as our 

“little ship” has been tossed about by the waves and 

storms of life as well as blessing us with many days of 

calm seas and clear skies.  

 

     As we ponder the New Year, there are many 

unknowns, questions and concerns. One thing that 

will never change is the faithfulness and 

steadfastness of  
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our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. His provision, 

power and presence never fades, wanes or 

disappoints.  The God who saw us through this 

past year will continue to see us through the New 

Year if we endeavor to seek Him first in all we do 

(Matthew 6:33). 

     As the New Year begins, remember the words 

of the Apostle Paul in Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not 

be anxious about anything but in everything, by 

prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your request to God. And the peace of God which 

transcends all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

 

     May 2023 be the best year ever, not because of 

who we are or what we do, but because of the 

great God we serve! 

 

Shalom! 

~ Pastor David 

By Pastor David Bell 
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Glory to God in highest Heaven - A glad New Year to 

all the earth. 

 Jesus taught His disciples to pray “Your will be done” 

(Matthew 6:10).  

     “Being a Christian is less about cautiously avoiding 

sin than about courageously and actively doing God’s 

will.” These are the words of Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

(February 4,1906 – April 9,1945), a German Dr. of 

Theology, Lutheran Pastor, and anti-Nazi dissident 

important for his work and views of Christianity in a 

secular world. Bonhoeffer was known for his staunch 

resistance to Nazi dictatorship, including vocal 

opposition to Hitler’s euthanasia program and 

genocidal persecution of the Jews. “Silence in the face 

of evil is itself evil: God will not hold us guiltless. Not 

to speak is to speak. Not to act is to act.” His 

involvement in a plot to overthrow Adolf Hitler led to 

his imprisonment and execution at the age of thirty-

nine.(The Story of Dietrich Bonhoeffer by Michael 

Van Dyke) 

      Growing up in my house we recited a usual family 

blessing before meals, “For all we eat, for all we wear, 

for all the blessings everywhere, we thank you Father.” 

My Mother would continue the prayer addressing 

specific needs and giving thanks by always ending 

with “lead us, and guide us, and help us to do Your 

will, in Jesus’ name, Amen.”  

     What are we asking God when we pray “help us to 

do Your will.” In his sermon on God’s will, David 

Jeremiah explains the Bible is filled with examples of 

God’s call on an individual’s life, Abraham, Moses, 

Joshua, Samuel, David, Jeremiah, Gideon, Mary, the 

Mother of Jesus, the original twelve disciples, Saul of 

Tarsus who became the Apostle Paul, the list goes on 

of those whom God called to do something specific for 

Him. 

     The reality is that all Christians are “called to be 

saints” (Romans 1:7). In fact, the word ‘Church” in the 

original Greek refers to those “called out” in a spiritual 

sense, called out of the world to God. So, every 

Christian has a divine purpose: “to walk worthy of the 

calling with which you were called” (Ephesians 4:1). 

That purpose alone, called individually by God to 

enjoy fellowship with Him before the foundations of 

the earth were formed (Ephesians 1:4-6) should be 

enough to keep us focused, energized, and prioritized 

for a lifetime. 

 

 

     David Jeremiah continues – discovering God’s 

will in your life. Here are things to consider: 

 

 Be obedient to the will of God you know today. 

Every moral and spiritual command in Scripture is 

the will of God for your life. God has revealed His 

will to all.  

Expect God to guide you into His will. Live and 

pray expectantly based on the conviction that He 

has a calling for your life. 

Identify your spiritual gifts from God and seek out 

ways to use your gifts.  

Live actively, not passively. Assume you are in 

God’s will today and that He will guide you and 

reveal more to you as you walk with Him. “Action 

springs not from thought, but from a readiness for 

responsibility.” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer).  

Ask! Do not be guilty of having not because you 

asked not (James 4:2).  

 

     Thank God Calvary Baptist Church is filled 

with believers who are joyfully committed to 

accomplishing what they know is God’s purpose 

for their lives. Our newly appointed Pastor David 

Bell answered God’s gift of calling for his life: 

“The Holy Spirit gives certain members of the 

body of Christ the grace, power, and authority to 

serve as Pastors (Ephesians 4:11)”. Our 

exceptional staff fulfill the essential work of the 

church seamlessly day after day. Our faithful 

members genuinely love sharing their simple, 

straightforward commitment to Christ, constantly 

seeking ways to comfort and serve others. We 

have a Book in our hands, a Savior in our hearts, 

and Heaven in our future. We are prepared with 

the Gospel of peace to follow in His pathway, walk 

in His steps, and share His Word with others. 

         Praise God for all faithful believers, like 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who through words and 

actions boldly express God’s will for their lives. 

 

 
Mike Ballard, Deacon 

 

 

 

    

 
 
 
 



 

   

   

 
   

     First, I want to thank God for us to be able to 

restart our Young at Heart ministry. 

 

     Second, I hope our celebration of Christmas 

found your heart filled with the true meaning of 

Christmas and surrounded you by the love of those 

you care about. 

 

     Third, 2023 has approached us and we are 

reminded of how precious life is and how much we 

missed those who are no longer with us.  

Remembering them with love and happy memories 

can truly bring joy to our hearts. 

 

     Fourth, remember our ministry programs are for 

you who are age 55 and over.  Because of our many 

church activities we will only have programs on 

February 17th, April 21st, July 21st , and October 20th     

so please place these dates on your calendar.  We will 

still have our “Senior of the year on May 7th, 2023. 

 

     Fifth, our meals will continue to be $7.00 per 

person (includes one meat, 2 vegetables, drink and 

dessert).  

  

     Sixth, in order to plan our meals, I will text and/or 

call you to get a head count. 

 

Hope Rich, Coordinator 

 

 
 

 If you’re hoping to make 2023 a year of 

growing your faith and obedience in a closer 

relationship with God, then let me assure you 

that there is no book that’s more helpful than the 

Holy Bible and there is no better time than today 

to start.  You can focus on making God’s word 

more understandable by applying it to your daily 

life. 

 

 Have you had a bad thought to just pop 

up in your mind, not knowing where you saw it 

or heard it?  Yes!  We all have!! 

 

 How can we keep it from returning over 

and over to haunt us? 

 

 To push it out, you  can replace it with a 

good thought.  Meditate on it, try to memorize 

it. 

 

 Pastor David said a good place to start is 

in the book of Psalms;  read, then pray, the result 

being prayer more in tune with God’s thoughts. 

 

 May God’s will be done in and through 

us by picking up God’s word daily to search for 

the wisdom to live a life pleasing to God. 

 

 Please give it your best. Choose to 

increase your obedience to serve God with New 

Year 2023,  learning ways to become the person 

God planned for you to be. 

(2 Chronicles 7:14 … if my people, who are 

called by my name, will humble themselves and 

pray and seek my face and turn from their 

wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and 

I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.) 

  

 Ann Shackelford 
 Sunday School Director 
 

 

 

There is so much 
Power in PRAYER!! 
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Live Broadcast of Morning Worship – channel 88.1 FM 

If you prefer to listen to the worship services from your car you 

can still do so from the church parking lot during morning worship. 

Stop at the church entrance and pick up a bulletin. 

 

Visit Our  Web Site!! Calvary Baptist Church now has a  web site 

~  www.cbcdanville.org.  You can now read the newsletters, listen 

to all sermons, and see what our church has to offer.  Please give 

us feedback and let us know other information you feel should be 

included. 

 

The Calvary Messenger” is a quarterly newsletter of our 

church.  If you would like to be on our mailing list, please call our 

church office (434-793-0342), or simply pick one up in our 

vestibule. We can e-mail it to you if you prefer by providing us 

with your e-mail address. 
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