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Wow what a summer! As I look back over the 
course of the past several months, God has blessed 
Calvary Baptist Church in so many ways.  

The summer began with a sermon series on 
“Building a Team.” For several Sundays we studied 
how Jesus built His team of Disciples and the methods 
He used to invite people to follow Him. From those 
messages “Team Calvary” was born. It is this “team” 
attitude which has helped energize us to work for God’s 
Glory.  

The positives and victories we have celebrated 
and shared are not the work of one individual but the 
team spirit of everyone working together. That’s the 
heart of ministry, using our combined God-given 
talents and abilities ultimately for His Glory.  

In July we had an awesome VBS as our 
attendance was consistent each night and practically 
the entire church body joined together to serve. From 
the least to the greatest, everyone’s contribution was 
important and benefitted each other. Team Calvary 
rose to the occasion! Plans are already in the 
discussion stage for next year’s VBS! 

Later in the summer, we focused on a new 
vision statement for Calvary Baptist Church to help 
guide us as a team and to give us a common strategy to 
accomplish God’s Will and to Glorify Him. 

  

“Following, Sharing and Serving, All for the 
Glory of God!” 

 
The vision statement reminds us that we are to 

follow God through studying His Word and seeking 
Him through prayer. We should share about Jesus 
whenever an opportunity presents itself and serve 
others just as Jesus served during His time on this 
earth.   

Most recently we celebrated Calvary’s 104 years 
of continued presence in the Edgewood community 
with our yearly Homecoming celebration. We had 
many guests and Rick Markham, Pastor Emeritus, was 
our speaker for the service. Members of our Social 
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   Sunday School Director ~ Ann Shackelford 

   Assistant Sunday School  Director ~ George Barker 

   Choir Leader ~ Debbie Mann 

   Pianist ~ Cherry Shelton 

   Organist/Secretary ~ Diana Raines 

 
Committee and others prepared a delicious meal 
of BBQ with all the trimmings and wonderful 
deserts that was enjoyed by everyone. The 
Fellowship Hall was beautifully decorated to help 
celebrate the occasion.  

Now we stand at the threshold of another 
fall.  The air is crisp, the humidity has subsided 
and the leaves have a tint of color in them. Psalm 
104:19 “He made the moon to mark the seasons, 
the sun knows it’s time for setting.” 

This verse speaks of the orderly cycle of 
life instituted by God. This verse also speaks of 
God’s sovereignty in creation as it was on the 
fourth day that God created the moon and the 
sun. God is still sovereign and we can see His 
hand at work as manifested in the beauty of His 
creation as well as our lives and the life of Calvary 
Church.  

May God continue to bless Calvary Baptist 
Church and may we follow, share and serve, all 
for the Glory of God! 

 

Grace & Peace, 

~ Pastor David 

By Pastor David Bell 

mailto:cbc416ed@gmail.com


  
  

Gather, Encourage and Look 

 
As it happens annually, we are moving out of one 

church year and into the next.   During the 2021-2022 
church year there was a significant occurrence.   We 
have witnessed the end of one era and beginning of 
another.   Pastor Richard Markham retired from full 
time ministry and Pastor David Bell accepted the call 
to begin serving as full time pastor at Calvary. 

We ended the year by “getting back to the basics” 
with revival services that were uplifting and 
encouraging. 

In September, the final month of the church year, 
we gathered.   Four (4) churches in the 
Schoolfield/Edgewood neighborhood, Stateline 
Baptist Church, First Church of the Brethren, 
Schoolfield Baptist Church and our own Calvary 
Baptist Church decided to meet together for four (4) 
nights of Fall Revival Services.   We met at the 
designated church for that night’s service and the 
pastor of that church preached the message he had 
prepared.    

Each pastor planned and delivered his unscripted 
revival service message.   After the second service and 
forward to the concluding service, we could see God 
working as each message built upon the one before it.   
We were blessed and encouraged. 

Each service was well attended and at the 
conclusion of these meetings, many could see that a 
need had been met.   We realized that this should not 
be a one-time event.   It should be a continuing and 
more frequent gathering of the community of 
believers, possibly expand the community to other 
area churches.    

We all know that the world around us is rapidly 
changing for the worse.   And, we should not isolate 
ourselves to our individual church groups but be open 
to gathering with our brothers and sisters from 
neighborhood and surrounding churches more often.   
As often as practical we should gather as a larger 
group of believers, thereby encouraging one another.   
Hebrews provides guidance for these gatherings. 

Hebrews 10:23-25 
23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for He who promised is 
faithful. 
24 And let us consider one another in order to 
stir up love and good works,  
25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together, as is the manner of some, but 
exhorting one another, and so much the more 
as you see the Day approaching. 

 

It is evident that the number of faithful 
church attenders is dwindling.   Presently, non-
attenders in the surrounding communities are 
invited to church but there is little positive 
response.   Most are not interested in attending 
worship services.   Sadly, we’ve seen some 
neighborhood churches have had to close their 
doors because their numbers were consistently so 
few. 

When larger numbers of believers from 
multiple churches gather at alternating 
sites/churches, we can continue to be an 
encouragement to each other and maybe to the 
surrounding community.   Is it possible that as the 
surrounding communities witness larger 
numbers of believers gather at neighborhood 
churches more frequently, some in that 
community may become curious enough to want 
to come and see what is going on inside?   Maybe. 

We need to be aware of what is occurring 
around us.  As this world gets worse and worse 
with each passing day, we can’t help but think 
about the return of Christ.   His return is closer 
today than it was yesterday.    

Mark 13:32 tells us that “no one knows 
the day or the hour” of Christ’s return, except 
the Father.   We don’t know exactly when He will 
return but we have prophetic signs and events 
spoken of in the scriptures that should increase 
our awareness.   We need to avoid dwelling on the 
negatives, concentrate on the positives and turn 
our attention toward the heavens with 
anticipation.   

 Luke 21:20-28 
20 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded 

by armies, then know that its desolation is 
near. 

21 Then let those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains, let those who are in the midst of 
her depart, and let not those who are in the 
country enter her. 

22 For these are the days of vengeance, that all 
things which are written may be fulfilled. 

23 But woe to those who are pregnant and to 
those who are nursing babies in those days! 
For there will be great distress in the land 
and wrath upon this people.  

24 And they will fall by the edge of the sword, 
and be led away captive into all nations. And 
Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until 
the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 

25 “And there will be signs in the sun, in the 
moon, and in the stars; and on the earth 
distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea 
and the waves roaring;  
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26 men’s hearts failing them from fear and the 

expectation of those things which are coming 
on the earth, for the powers of the heavens will 
be shaken. 

27 Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a 
cloud with power and great glory.    

28 Now when these things begin to happen, look 
up and lift up your heads, because your 
redemption draws near.” 

 
I Thessalonians 4:16-18 

16For the Lord Himself will descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the trumpet of God.  And 
the dead in Christ will rise first.    
17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air.   And thus we shall 
always be with the Lord. 
18 Therefore comfort one another with these 
words. 
 

As the time of Christ’s return gets ever closer, 
believers should continually gather together, 
encourage one another and look for His return. 

 

  Carlis Wells, Deacon 
 

Young at Heart 
Many have asked me when we were going to 

start our “Young at Heart” program again.  Our 

program will be either Spiritual, Informative, 

Educational or Fun Games and good fellowship. 

Our guest’s speakers are given a love 

offering.  Meals provided will require a charge at a 

fair price. The money  will be used to reimbursement 

for the cost of  food purchases, supplies needed and 

for our guests. No charge to the volunteers who help 

set up and prepare the meals; or if you choose to 

bring a bag lunch.  We will vote on this at the next 

meeting. 

Please think of  the types of programs and 

speakers you would like to have. Also, give me ideas 

of places for day trips you would like to take. A fee 

for gas expenses and driver’s meals will be collected 

from each person. 

Our next program is October 22nd and these 

ideas will be discussed.  Our meal will be a 

combination of  different types of “bean” dishes and 

desserts and drinks.        Hope Rich 

 

 
 
 We can experience great change in our 
daily life when we devote time everyday to 
PRAYER!   Jesus will intervene for us!  We can 
ask Him for help to better understand God’s 
plan for our life, to open our eyes, ears, and 
hearts as we read the Bible.  We can ask for 
guidance to know how to best serve Him while 
on earth. 
 We can start a prayer group within our 
homes, and we can all go to United Prayer with 
other churches once a month.   We can see just 
how important prayer is for ourselves when we 
reach out to share the Gospel with family, 
friends, co-workers and neighbors. 
 It is God’s Great Commission that we 
share the Gospel “the good news”.  It is the best 
news anyone can ever hear.  What a person 
decides to do with it will determine where he or 
she will spend eternity! 
 Please keep these scriptures with you to 
be ready to witness for Christ at every 
opportunity. 
 John 3:16 ~ God sent Jesus, His only 
son to take on the sins of the world. 
 1 Peter 2:24 ~ Through Christ death 
our sins are forgiven. 
 Acts 17:31 ~ God ensures us that all 
who believe are justified because of Christ 
resurrection. 
 

September 11 – 14th – Revival 
Thank you for a successful Revival: 
Pastor Bob Thurmon – Stateline Baptist 
Pastor Richard Berkley – Church of the 
Brethren 
Pastor David Turbeville ~ Schoolfield Baptist 
Pastor David Bell ~ Calvary Baptist 

 

 Ann Shackelford 
 Sunday School Director 
 

 

 

There is so much 
Power in PRAYER!! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2021%3A28&version=NKJV
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Live Broadcast of Morning Worship – channel 88.1 FM 

If you prefer to listen to the worship services from your car you 

can still do so from the church parking lot during morning worship. 

Stop at the church entrance and pick up a bulletin. 

 

Visit Our  Web Site!! Calvary Baptist Church now has a  web site 

~  www.cbcdanville.org.  You can now read the newsletters, listen 

to all sermons, and see what our church has to offer.  Please give 

us feedback and let us know other information you feel should be 

included. 

 

The Calvary Messenger” is a quarterly newsletter of our 

church.  If you would like to be on our mailing list, please call our 

church office (434-793-0342), or simply pick one up in our 

vestibule. We can e-mail it to you if you prefer by providing us 

with your e-mail address. 

mailto:calvarybaptistdanville@verizon.net
http://www.cbcdanville.org/

