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Calvary Baptist Church,  416 Edgewood Drive,  Danville, VA  24541   434-793-0342 
e-mail: calvarybaptistdanville@verizon.net; Web Site: www.cbcdanville.org 

Dear Brothers and Sisters at Calvary Church, 

 

I have several files with copies of our church 

newsletters, reaching all the way back to the 1990’s. As 

I recently looked through those files, I was amazed at 

all the events that have transpired while I have served 

as your pastor. Whatever our shortfalls over the last 

several decades, we have not been an idle church!  

 

Throughout my tenure I have tried to lead you in the 

way God wants us to go.  That has not always been a 

comfortable way, but I trust that together we have 

followed our Lord.  Hebrews 13:17 says  church 

members should follow their leaders because “they are 

keeping watch over your souls.” I trust I have always 

taken that responsibility seriously too.  That verse also 

says leaders should be followed in such a way that they 

can do their work “with joy and not with groaning.” Over 

47 years of ministry I have done my share of groaning, 

but I’ve also experienced an abundance of joy—

especially during my 33 and ½ years with you all.  Thank 

you for the blessing you have been to Betty and to me! 

 

You are our brothers and sisters, and we look forward 

to worshiping and serving alongside you more years here 

on earth and then forever when the Lord returns! 

 

But now you will have another senior pastor and I urge 

you to support his leadership as you have mine. You have 

bestowed upon me the title of “Pastor Emeritus,” for 

which I am very grateful.  I hope that means, among 

other things, that I will have opportunities to assist your 

new leaders.  But let’s please not live in the past.   Look 
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to and confide in your present pastors before you 

turn to me.  As pastor emeritus I will certainly be 

willing to preach and teach when called upon.  I’m 

not turning away from God’s call in my life.  But I 

recognize that He is the God of surprises.  I have 

my plans for the years ahead, but I pray Betty and 

I both will be prepared to submit to His surprises 

and, when possible, find joy in them. 

 

When all is said and done, my life is not defined by 

my position in the church or by what I do; it is 

defined by who I am.  By His grace I am a child of 

God, redeemed to glorify and enjoy Him forever! 

 

May each of you have this same awareness. As a 

church, may we always collectively be a Christian 

fellowship that magnifies and loves the Lord in all 

we do together! 

 

Your brother and Christ’s servant, 

 

   ~ Rick 
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Calvary Baptist Church stands at the 

crossroads of history. What an opportunity and 

privilege we have to celebrate the ministry and 

retirement of our Senior Pastor, Rick Markham and 

Betty. What an accomplishment to have faithfully 

served the same church for 33 years. In today’s 

“church culture”, a pastor usually stays an average of 4 

to 5 years; therefore, Calvary Church has been blessed 

with having Pastor Rick and Betty for these many 

years. 

We need to give God the glory for providing 

such a good shepherd who has stood faithfully by the 

sides of so many people during good times and often, 

times that were very difficult. Thanks be to God for 

allowing us to have a pastor, teacher, mentor and 

friends like Rick and Betty.  

As Pastor Rick has stated, “Although I am 

retiring from the pulpit, I am not retiring from the call 

God has placed on my life.” Likewise, God has called 

each of us to serve and be a part of His Church. 

Sometimes we may “retire” from some place or a 

position of service; however, the call that God has 

placed on each of our lives will continue. 

The work of the Church is not finished. In fact, 

there has never been a time like ours when the 

message of the Gospel is needed by a world that has 

lost its way. Modern culture refers to itself as “woke” 

and yet anything could be further from the truth. 

Furthermore, the Gospel message and Christian values 

are coming under attack more and more each day.  

As one chapter closes in the life of Calvary 

Baptist Church and another chapter begins, it is my 

prayer that you will continue to serve God and His 

Church and that you will look for new opportunities to 

share the Gospel, find a place to serve others, and 

invite people to church. Remember the words of the 

Apostle Paul, “And we know that for those who love 

God, all things work together for good for those who 

are called according to His purpose.” (Romans 8:28) 

Blessings to all of you for a blessed and Happy 

New Year! 

  ~ David Bell 
 
  
 

   

 

“Happy New” Year of our Lord Jesus Christ 2022 

 

The reality of beginning a new year can 

sometimes take our emotions on a roller coaster 

ride, from joyful, hopeful, and optimistic to 

feelings of anxiety.  God has an answer for this.  

He has assured us that His grace is sufficient to 

provide all that we need to courageously face the 

future.  Through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, we 

will effectively accomplish the tasks that God has 

in store for us this year and in years to come. 

To our beloved Pastor, J. Richard Markham.  

Words cannot express how thankful we are that 

God sent you to us.  Through tears of joy, we 

exclaim “Well done, God’s good and humble 

servant”  You have earned your well-deserved 

retirement.  As God calls the next one to take the 

“helm” you hand over a strong church with a firm 

foundation in the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Your 

accomplishments in this community are 

extraordinary.  Through missionary service you 

have personally encouraged God’s people the world 

over by your God given talents and gifts of the 

Holy Spirit.  We know  you well and it is with 

profound comfort that we rest assured we have 

not yet received the last of your sermons! 

The dawn of this new year presents a 

wonderful opportunity for Calvary Baptist Church 

the likes of which has not occurred in over three 

decades.  Our church needs a Pastor and by His 

grace the Lord will provide!  On this mission we will 

follow our Savior Jesus Christ.  The Apostle Paul 

said “Be ye Followers of me, even as I am also of 

Christ” - 1 Cor. 11:1.  Paul wanted Christs followers 

to be knowledgeable of, believers in and obedient 

to the word of God to please God. 

Philippians 4:6-7 Do not be anxious about 

anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be  
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Continued from page 2 

 

made known to God. And the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

Let us pray ~ 

Father in Heaven,  

We thank You Lord for Calvary Baptist 

Church, 416 Edgewood Drive, Danville VA.  We lift 

Your church up acknowledging that this is the church 

You built in this community through the crucifixion 

and resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Lord, we are eternally grateful for Godly 

leadership in this Holy place since its inception more 

than a century ago.  We thank You Father for our 

faithful congregation of servants of Christ who 

continue their labor here for Your Glory.  Our faith 

assures us that no matter what the situation God has 

a plan for us, “For I know the plans I have for you” 

Jeremiah 29:11.  Father please continue to bless this 

church with the wisdom to seek first Your guidance in 

all that we do and speak.  Father, lead us with Your 

love and guide us as we work to implement Your plan 

for Calvary Baptist Church. 

Father we pray that You continue to provide 

the resources and encourage each church member to 

maintain strong consistency and focus on the mission 

and ministries of our church.  Please fill our interim 

pastor with strength and courage as he trusts in You.  

Guide his messages by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and with a sense of responsibility of those who hear 

his words.  We lift him up to You Lord and ask that 

You give him joy and peace as You lead him according 

to Your will. 

Father, we thankfully praise You for the 

privilege to come to You in prayer and humbly ask 

that, if it be Your will, You would grant these 

requests in the name of Your Son, Our Precious 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

  ~ Mike Ballard, Deacon 
 

   

 
   

 

 

 

 Dear Young at Heart, 

 

 I pray that your Christmas was a happy 

and joyful time celebrating the birth of our Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 As we welcome 2022, let the difficulties 

of the past year remind us of our strength, 

optimism, and how we’re capable of persisting 

despite challenging odds.  Let it fill our hearts 

with gratitude for our health and that of our 

loved ones,  and to pray for one another. 

 I am sorry to say I have no idea when we 

will be able to resume our programs.  But I am 

thankful that we have been able to have our 

worship services inside God’s house. 

 Have a blessed New Year! 

 

 ~ Hope Rich, Young at Heart 
 

 

From the Sunday School Director: 

I wish you a “New Year”, one that will 

increase the joy that comes to us when we fulfill 

the Great Commission!  Jesus has commanded us 

as Christians, to share our faith and our 

testimony with others!  

 I’ve noticed that there are five Sundays 

in January!  Let’s obey our Master by inviting 

someone in the family, friends, a neighbor or a co-

worker to come to our worship service.  First 

assure them that we take proper precaution 

against Covid.  Then tell them how much you would 

enjoy sitting with them and giving them a call the 

night before to answer any questions they may 

have.  Be committed to obey God’s call.  Philippians 

4:13 we read ‘I can do everything God asks me to 

do with the help of Christ Jesus who gives me 

strength and power’. 

Love thy neighbor as thyself.     Amen 

   

~ Ann Shackelford 
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Live Broadcast of Morning Worship – channel 88.1 FM 

If you prefer to listen to the worship services from your car you 

can still do so from the church parking lot during morning worship. 

Stop at the church entrance and pick up a bulletin. 

 

Visit Our  Web Site!! Calvary Baptist Church now has a  web site 

~  www.cbcdanville.org.  You can now read the newsletters, listen 

to all sermons, and see what our church has to offer.  Please give 

us feedback and let us know other information you feel should be 

included. 

 

The Calvary Messenger” is a quarterly newsletter of our 

church.  If you would like to be on our mailing list, please call our 

church office (434-793-0342), or simply pick one up in our 

vestibule. We can e-mail it to you if you prefer by providing us 

with your e-mail address. 
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