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 One of my favorite Easter texts is John 11:25-

26.  It seemed to Martha and Mary that Jesus had 

arrived too late to help their deceased brother.  But no!  

He came late in order to perform one of the mightiest 

sign miracles of all.  He said, “I am the resurrection and 

the life.  Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall 

he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall 

never die.”  Then he raised his dear friend Lazarus from 

the grave! 

 

 A few weeks later, after his death, Jesus himself 

would rise, providing those early Christians and us the 

ultimate proof that all his claims are true.  Proving that 

what he did in his life and death were indeed enough to 

bring us forgiveness and eternal life.  The resurrection 

of Jesus confirms our faith and fills us with wonderful 

hope for the future.  

 

 This hope fills us with holy optimism that is both 

personal and shared.  Together as a church we know that 

the work we are doing will not fail.  We teach and preach 

the Good News of Jesus, assured as the old hymn says, 

that his precious blood “shall never lose its power till all 

the ransomed church of God be saved to sin no more.” 

 

 This is why we’re excited about our renovated 

youth and children’s facility!  It will help us as we carry 

on this triumphant enterprise.  Hope will be realized in 

these beautiful classrooms!  Make plans to be present for 

Dedication Sunday and invite friends and neighbors to 

our Open House! 

 
   ~ Pastor Rick 
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DEDICATION SUNDAY FOR OUR 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S 

DEPARTMENT 

 
Our dedication is Sunday, April 25th 11:00 AM during 

the worship hour.   

 Everything is coming right along.  Final touches are 

now being made. The lighting is installed, walls 

painted, cabinets are installed and the flooring has 

been installed. Hopefully the furniture will arrive 

soon.  Pray that it will arrive in time of the 

dedication. 

 We will have an Open House Walk-Thru on 

April 25th from 2:00 PM until 4:00 PM.  Everyone is 

invited to come visit the new rooms.  We will have 

guided tours, registrations for prizes and a gift bag 

for everyone.  Also refreshments!  So bring your 

neighbors and especially children.  We need to fill 

these rooms with many children in the near future. 

 Of course, we are still practicing social 

distancing so please wear your mask. 

 
 

mailto:calvarybaptistdanville@verizon.net


 

 

 As the renovation of our Children’s Area comes 

to a close, things are taking shape, you can see the 

“finished product” and feel the exitement in the air.  

There are many people to thank for their efforts, time 

and talents on this project but most of all may God 

receive the Glory for all that has been renovated in the 

basement. 
 As part of my day-to-day vocation and even 

growing up in my grandfather’s cabinet shop, it seems 

like I have always been renovating something.   Even my 

sons have caught the “renovation bug.”  Renovation is fun 

and frustrating at times and can be messy but in the 

end, quite rewarding.  Whether it’s an old car or a piece 

of furniture or a room in my house, once it’s been 

renovated, its usefulness is restored and new life is 

“breathed” into it.  However, there is one catch to 

renovation, you cannot turn back time to when something 

was brand new.  Sure, renovation is a good thing and 

most often improvements are made to make something 

better.  God does not renovate, He makes things new 

again. 

 That’s why I love the words of Revelation 21:5, 

“And he that sat upon the throne said, ‘Behold, I make 

all things new.’  And he said unto me, ‘write: for these 

words are true and faithful.’”  Consider the implications 

of this verse: 

• God makes a new heaven, earth and Jerusalem.  

Rev. 21:1-2 

• Chaos and disorder are no more.  Rev. 21:1 

• God will live with His people personally, Rev. 21:3; 

22:4 

• The effects of sin are eradicated and done away 

with.  Rev. 21:4,8,27; 22:3 

 

And there are more blessings!  You can read Revelation 

21 for more insight as to what will be made new. 

 Renovation is great and its results are awesome 

and at times beyond our expectations.  Some have said, 

“They never dreamed the basement could look like it 

does now.”  But it is God, through His sovereign power 

and Him alone who makes all things NEW! This is the 

future hope that all believers share through faith in 

Jesus Christ and Him alone.  May God continue to bless 

the work that’s taken place in our renovation project and 

may He alone receive the Glory.   

  
  
 

   

  
Joshua 1:9 ~ “Have I not commanded you?  Be 

strong and courageous.  Do not be frightened and do 

not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you 

wherever you go.” 

 

The Year of our Lord 2020 in hindsight. 

 

For me, the year 2020 started with glorious 

wonder.  On New Year’s Day my son Robert and I set 

out on a road trip across America from Danville, VA 

to Coeur d’Alene, Idaho.  God blessed our travel with 

remarkably beautiful winter weather and a safe 

journey through the breathtaking beauty of His 

magnificent creation. 

Soon after my return to Danville, the lives of 

people the world over changed abruptly with the 

COVID-19 virus.  Now, a year later, how do we even 

think and talk about the year 2020…disbelief, 

confusion, fear, sadness, helplessness and sorrow?  

Who would have ever dreamed the entire world 

could be so affected?  Why have we been subjected 

to this pestilence?  Could the misery have been 

prevented or lessened?  So many thoughts, so many 

worries, so many questions and concerns.’” 

 However, considering all this, as believers in 

Christ we are assured “the Lord our God is with us 

wherever we go.” 

 Calvary Baptist Church, with dedicated and 

determined leadership, has not been idled by the 

trials of 2020.  In fact, our church has excelled 

throughout this difficult year in extraordinary 

ways.  Not only have the ministries and services of 

the church continued non-stop, thoughtfully and 

efficiently but major building renovations were 

undertaken and are now nearing completion on time 

as planned.  Thank God for the generous gifts, 

resources and leadership He has provided for this 

work.  Praise God for the many hands that continue 

to labor for His Glory here in this community. 

Spring 2021 is upon us and that most Holy Day 

of Easter is on the horizon.  Let us thank God for 

His Son Jesus Christ our Savior and let us praise 

God for His mercy and grace as we rejoice in the 

promise of salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.   

 
 ~ continued on page 3 

~ Pastor David Bell 
~ Mike Ballard, 
Deacon 



 

 

 

  

 

  ~ Deacons Corner continued  

 

 This hymn seems most appropriate as we think 

about the past year as well as all the trials we 

experience in life. 

“I Serve a Risen Savior” 

I serve a risen Savior, He’s in the world today 

I know that He is living, whatever men may say 

I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer 

And just the time I need Him He’s always near 

 

In all the world around me I see His loving care 

And though my heart grows weary I never will despair 

I know that He is leading, through all the stormy blast 

The day of His appearing will come at last 

 

Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian Lift up your voice and sing 

Eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ, the King 

The Hope of all who seek Him,the Help of all who find 

None other is so loving, so good and kind 

 

He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today 

He walks with me and talks with me 

Along life’s narrow way 

He lives, He lives, Salvation to impart 

You ask me how I know He lives? 

He lives within my heart 

 

 Thank you, Father, for always being with us 

wherever we go. 

  ~ Mike Ballard, Deacon 
 

         ∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 

 Come, rejoice with us as we meet April 25th, 

Sunday at 11:00 AM to celebrate!!  Our renovation of 

children’s Sunday School classes is completed and we 

ask you to pray with us that it is God’s plan that many 

people and families will be looking for a savior from the 

culture of our nation. 

 Culture has invaded the churches, we are no 

longer a Christian nation and we must walk our way 

through the Bible and be able to answer the 

SKEPTICALS of the world.  We can’t let others 

undermind the Word of God!  In 70% of schools, no 

longer do students hear the TRUTH found in the Holy 

Bible in Genesis 1-11, that everything was created by 

God Almighty. 

 

  

 

 We must defend our FAITH and do right in 

the sight of God.  Let us seek the lost and urge them 

to come to church with us.  We all have family, 

friends and neighbors we want to share our faith 

with.  It’s time to desperately seek out the lost, 

caring enough for them to share our powerful God 

who created us.  He protects us and provides for us.  

He loved us first.  He made a way from all to receive 

the free gift of salvation through His son Jesus 

Christ, who is able to save completely those who 

come to God through him.  He is worthy of all Honor, 

Praise and Glory.  So please come April 25th Sunday 

at 11:00 AM to worship the one true God – who 

touched the heart of the one couple who donated the 

funds for the renovation.  Love in Christ….. 
  ~ Ann Shackelford, 
     Sunday School Director 
 

Young at Heart   ~  Hope Rich 
 I can’t believe it has been a year this month 

that I have experienced health issues.  I truly miss 

being in God’s house, miss doing programs for our 

“Young at Heart” and seeing all of you. 

 I’ve had hard and bad times, but also good 

times.  I have no idea where God is taking me but I 

trust God.  I know the Lord is always with me.  I’m in 

God’s hands and I believe in his promises.  I am not 

afraid.  God will not allow a trail to come into my life 

unless He has a purpose for me.  God’s grace and 

mercy has given me the strength to accept my health 

issues. 

 I want to thank everyone for your prayers.  

I know I have not sent any thank you cards, but I do 

thank those of you who have visited me, called me, 

and brought Terry and me meals.  I treasure your 

prayers and friendship. 

April:  I really miss not having a program this year 

May:   I already have my 2020 “Young at Heart” 

plaque but was not able to present it because of the 

virus.  I will also have a plaque for our 2021.  Praying 

that I will be able to present these two plaques in 

May 2021.  

 My Scripture:  2020 has taken us through a 

difficult trial, but James 1:12 gave us the assurance: 

“Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial 

because, having stood the test, that person will 

receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised 

to those who love him. 
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Live Broadcast of Morning Worship – channel 88.1 FM 

If you prefer to listen to the worship services from your car you 

can still do so from the church parking lot during morning worship. 

Stop at the church entrance and pick up a bulletin. 

 

Visit Our  Web Site!! Calvary Baptist Church now has a  web site 

~  www.cbcdanville.org.  You can now read the newsletters, listen 

to all sermons, and see what our church has to offer.  Please give 

us feedback and let us know other information you feel should be 

included. 

 

The Calvary Messenger” is a quarterly newsletter of our 

church.  If you would like to be on our mailing list, please call our 

church office (434-793-0342), or simply pick one up in our 

vestibule. We can e-mail it to you if you prefer by providing us 

with your e-mail address. 
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