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 In his recent book Dominion, the British 

historian, Tom Holland argues that much of what we take 

for granted in our present social attitudes is the result 

of past Christian innovation.  The ancient pagans cared 

less for things like health care and education for all.  

People of wealth and power considered the masses poor 

because they were lazy of simply because that was the 

lot into which they were born. 

 But Christians were light in the darkness.  From 

the teaching and the Spirit of Jesus they believed God 

cares for everyone; therefore, they should care too.  

Like our first responders at 9/11 and like EMS and health 

workers today, Christians risked their lives to help the 

sick and disadvantaged.  As their influence spread, they 

established hospitals, orphanages, and schools.  In our 

western world this began to shape government and 

society in general so that they now provide these 

services, but history demonstrates that all this began 

with Christianity. 

 Governments and most people are oblivious to 

this today, but we know the truth.  Christians are called 

to be the light and salt of the world in good times and in 

bad.  The year that we just left behind was definitely a 

bad time, yet and of its problems, including COVID-19, 

provide us excellent opportunities to prove that the 

Christian faith is still a central factor in national 

prosperity.  How?  By simply doing what the church has 

always done—by getting on with our job of living out 

Christ’s truth and love.  Through the centuries, in the 

face of plagues and wars, Christians have continued 

proclaiming Good News, visiting the sick and dying, the 

prisoners, and the poor.  When others have selfishly fled 

the scene, God’s people have taken risks to serve.  They 

 

have done this because they believe some things are 

more important than life itself. 

 A passage from the writings of Martin Luther 

has made the rounds since our pandemic began, but 

whether you’ve heard it or not, it is powerful advice.  

In the midst of a series of deadly pandemics, he 

counseled Christians of his day as follows: 

With God’s permission the enemy has sent 

poison and deadly dung among us, and so I will 

pray to God that he may be gracious and 

preserve us.  Then I will fumigate to purify the 

air, give and take medicine, and avoid places 

and persons where I am not needed in order 

that I may not abuse myself and that through 

me others may not be infected and inflamed 

with the result that I become the cause of 

their death through my negligence.  If God 

wished to take me, he will find me.  At least I 

have done what he gave me to do and am 

responsible neither for my own death nor for 

the death of others.  But if my neighbor needs 

me, I shall avoid neither person nor place but 

feel free to visit and help him. 
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 Take precautions, but don’t be paralyzed.  That 

was Luther’s advise to German Christians in 1527 and its 

good advice for us today.  Whether they realize it or 

not, the world still desperately needs us.  May God find 

us faithful to him and to them in 2021. 

 As always, it is a great honor and blessing to 

serve as your pastor. 

   ~ Rick  
 

Wow, what a difference a year 

makes!  Just one year ago Jeanette and I came to 

Calvary as your Associate Pastor with hopes and ideas 

for new ministry opportunities and a zeal to serve.  As 

we settled into our new role, Jeanette joined the Choir, 

we started a new Sunday School Class and plans were 

starting to take shape for VBS.  In February Calvary 

Church was graced with a very generous gift for 

remodeling the Sunday School area in the basement and 

I had the privilege of being a part of the Renovation 

Committee.  Sunday night Bible study was a great time 

of fellowship and learning with someone bringing great 

food each week as well. 

SCREEEEEEEEEEECH!! 

 And then it happened- COVID, the Corona virus 

or Covid 19, whatever you choose to call it, our world as 

we knew it turned upside down.  Everything stopped as 

we watched this virus spread from China, through Asia, 

then the European countries and then to our own shores.  

It seemed, at least to me, unreal, even eerie.  And then 

the news reported someone in Virginia had the virus.  

Then we heard news accounts of someone in Danville, 

then our neighborhood, then our church.  And then even 

in our own family as the virus took its toll. 

 Our plans changed.  Our methods changed.  

Everything changed as we continued through the spring 

and summer.  By fall we were able to put some of the 

pieces together and find some semblance of normalcy, 

but things are far from normal. 

 James 4:14 we read “Yet you do not know what 

tomorrow will bring.  What is your life?  For you are a 

mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes.” 

  
 

   

 The truth in this verse in unquestionable and 

sobering.  We really don’t know what tomorrow holds 

and life really is like a fleeting mist or vapor that 

only appears for an instant and disappears into 

oblivion. 

 But some things don’t change.  As I wrote 

one year ago for the newsletter: 

1. Read God’s Word daily-it all begins here! 

2. Pray daily-talking to God helps to 

connect us with God. 

3. Attend corporate worship meetings (as 

safely as you feel comfortable) 

 God’s Word is truth and we need all the real 

truth we can find.  We still have the freedom to 

pray; no one can take that privilege away.  We can 

still gather to worship.  Whether you come into the 

Sanctuary or sit in your car and listen on the radio, 

we are still gathering together and I believe God 

honors that. 

 What a difference a year makes!! God alone 

knows what this coming year holds for Calvary 

Church!!  Stay faithful, stay strong because the 

Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer,  

my God, my Rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield 

and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold! 

Shalon! 

  ~ David Bell 
 
 
 

A Friendly Reminder 
 

With the conclusion of the Christmas season 

and New Year’s and also with COVID cases rising, 

please be aware of your surroundings, friends and 

family and those in your circle. 

 Health officials say if you have been 

exposed or think you have been around someone who 

has been exposed or diagnosed with the virus then 

you need to quarantine for 10 days. 

 Let’s do all we can to stay healthy and be 

mindful of the health of our friends and loved ones. 

 
    ~ David Bell 

  
  
  

  



 

 

  
 

  

 

This is the first time for me to address 

you the Church.  I want you to know that I do not take 

the office of Deacon lightly.  I am humbled at the 

confidence you have shown towards me as your new 

deacon.  I know that I don’t have all the answers to all 

problems that may or may not arise, but I will be there 

to serve to the best of my ability. 

 So with that being said, my desire and prayer 

for Calvary Church is that our church would be the 

place where all people groups would be welcomed and 

loved and especially those of like faith. 

 We have already been commissioned by Christ 

Jesus to go into all the world preaching the gospel.  We 

don’t have to go far to fullfill that commission because 

it is in our back door. 

 People here are lost, without hope and they 

need more than ever to hear that someone cares for 

their souls. Let us be obedient to Christ’s command to 

go for that is the reason the church exist to make 

disciples for Christ and minister to the saints. 

 So as you prepare for the new year, make it 

your resolution to share the good news of Christ to 

every person whom God brings your way. 

 In closing, I would like to say that Rachel and 

I are greatful for the warmth of fellowship that you 

have shown to both of us since we have been here.  

Because of the late date, I can’t say Merry Chritmas 

to you all, but I will say have a happy and prosperous 

New Year in the Lord. 

 I would like to leave you with these scriptures 

from Pauls letter in Ephesions 4:1-6. 

1.As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a 

life worthy of the calling you have received. 

2. Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, 

bearing with one another in love. 

3. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 

through the bond of peace. 

4. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were 

called to one hope when you were called; 

5. one Lord, one faith, one baptism 

6. one God and Father of all, who is over all and 

through all and in all. 

This should be the desire of us all. 

Faithfully – your new Deacon ~ George Barker 

 

  

Billy Graham, most beloved evangelist has 

shared often with us the hope that comes from 

believing in Jesus Christ.  He has said: “No matter 

what kind of day you’ve had today or face tomorrow, 

through Jesus there is always HOPE!”. 

 Our lives are so full.  There is so much to be 

done but, in all our busy activities, are we in danger 

of excluding from our hearts and lives the one who 

made us??? 

 Christ came into the world that has problems 

such as we struggle with now.  In John 10:10, Jesus 

said to those without the joy of life - “I have come 

that they have life and have it more abundantly”.   

 In Matthew 9:2 to those who bore the 

burden of sin, he said “Be of good cheer, your sins 

are forgiven”.  

 In John 15:15 to the friendless, he said “No 

longer do I call you servants but I call you my 

friends”. 

 Christ still comes to us to cleanse our guilt.  

He gives us hope for a future and heals our hurts 

with his LOVE! 

 We have stubbornly rebelled against God’s 

authority and defiantly seized to control our lives 

apart from Him. 

 This war can be over as we yield ourselves to 

Christ as LORD!  We will then have peace with God, 

peace in our heart and peace with others. 

 A New Year of new beginnings  ~  2021 

 In Love of Christ, 

 

  ~ Ann Shackelford, 
     Sunday School Director 
New Years Eve Prayer 

 God our Father, we give thanks for all that 

has been and, trustfully, we place the past into your 

hands.  We ask you to inspire us in the year ahead to 

seek and fulfill your will.  May we truly look on each 

new day as the start of the rest of our lives.  Enable 

us, with the power of your Spirit, to remain positive 

and confident, and live fully and joyfully with those 

people who have placed into our lives.  Lead us to 

bring out the best in one another that we may all 

grow as the people you call us to be. 

 In Jesus’ name I pray, 

  Amen 

(Author unknown) 

  ~ Hope Rich 
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Live Broadcast of Morning Worship – channel 88.1 FM 

If you prefer to listen to the worship services from your car you 

can still do so from the church parking lot during morning worship. 

Stop at the church entrance and pick up a bulletin. 

 

Visit Our  Web Site!! Calvary Baptist Church now has a  web site 

~  www.cbcdanville.org.  You can now read the newsletters, listen 

to all sermons, and see what our church has to offer.  Please give 

us feedback and let us know other information you feel should be 

included. 

 

The Calvary Messenger” is a quarterly newsletter of our 

church.  If you would like to be on our mailing list, please call our 

church office (434-793-0342), or simply pick one up in our 

vestibule. We can e-mail it to you if you prefer by providing us 

with your e-mail address. 
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