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 Betty and I recently spent a few days at the 

beach—a break that for me was a working vacation.  I 

studied a number of books and other materials that deal 

with race relations in our country.  With that information 

in mind, I’m now working on a sermon that shows how the 

gospel can deliver us from racism.  Pray for me. 

 

 We are all deeply concerned about the violence 

spawned by some protests.  But, as one who grew up in 

this area during the 1950’s and 60’s, I am also concerned 

about the racism that continues to fuel such protests.  I 

am not responsible for the violence, but I am responsible 

for lingering prejudice in my heart. 

 

 This is a serious subject.  Racism is a very ugly 

form of prejudice.  Webster defines prejudice as “an 

irrational attitude of hostility directed against an 

individual, a group, a race, or their supposed 

characteristics…a preconceived judgment or opinion 

without just grounds or before sufficient knowledge.”  

This means that the prejudice of racism involves thinking 

about or treating people of a different race in a way that 

is contrary to what is true about them. 

 

 The truth that should govern all our attitudes 

and actions in this area is clearly presented in the Bible.  

In scripture God tells  us to respect all human life and to 

never murder (Ex. 20:13).  He tells us to love our neighbor 

as ourselves (Lev. 19:18; Gal. 5:14)—including our enemies 

(Matt. 5:44).  He tells us to do good to everyone (Gal. 

6:10)—including those who hate us (Luke 6:27).  He tells 

us to be peacemakers (Matt. 5:9) and to treat others the 

way we would want to be treated (Matt. 7:12). 

From the Pastor ~ 

 God reveals to us that every human is created 

in his image (Gen. 1:27; James 3:9).  He shows us that 

we all have the same human father and are therefore 

blood relatives (Acts 17:26).  And he makes it clear 

that, when Jesus died on the cross for our sins, he 

“ransomed people for God from every tribe and 

language and people and nation” (Rev. 5:9). 

 

 In light of such biblical truth, how can we 

proudly look down on others simply because they are 

of a different race?  Jesus founded his church in a 

society that was racially divided between Jews and 

Gentiles.  The prejudice was deep and bitter, but he 

made it very clear that in his church things must be 

different.  “For in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, 

through faith…There is neither Jew nor Greek” (Gal. 

3:26-28).  In Christ there is neither Black nor Brown 

nor White! 

 

 It’s this gospel truth that can set us free from 

all prejudice.  By God’s grace, I pray it will do that in 

each of our lives—so that God might be glorified and 

so that many of our neighbors might be saved! 

~  Rick M. 
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 As the insanity and uncertainty of the times in 

which we are living continues, many people find 

themselves looking for some sense of balance, some 

aspect of normal—“the way things used to be.”  Some 

people are looking for peace. 

 

 This cacophony of social “noise,” political 

rhetoric, media lies, and twisted information remind me 

of the story of Elijah in 1 Kings 19.  Elijah had just 

destroyed the false prophets of Baal and witnessed a 

mighty work of God in chapter 18.  In fact, the power of 

God had come upon Elijah in such a way that Elijah outran 

Ahab and his chariot on their way to Jezreel. 

 

 When Ahab’s wife, Jezebel, hears the news of 

the dead false prophets, she swears to kill Elijah.  The 

threat is real and Jezebel is undaunted.  Elijah is filled 

with fear.  With so much unrest in our nation, you and I 

can find ourselves filled with fear; fear that is real and 

fear that can paralyze us.  We look for a mighty move of 

God; we desire justice, the kind of justice that only God 

can provide. 

 

 In chapter 19, Elijah was seeking a mighty move 

of God. Beginning in verse 11 the Lord said to Elijah, “The 

Lord is about to pass by!”  As the story unfolds there 

was a great and powerful wind that tore the mountains 

apart but the Lord was not in the wind.  There was a 

mighty earthquake, but the Lord was not in the 

earthquake.  After the earthquake, came a fire but the 

Lord was not in the fire, not this time.  After the fire, 

came a gentle whisper and a voice that said to Elijah, 

“What are you doing here Elijah?”  God has just revealed 

His sovereign power through the wind, earthquake and 

fire; yet God appears to Elijah as a whisper.    

 

 As the days of uncertainty continue to unfold 

and honestly become tiresome at times, and fear 

overwhelms you, listen for a whisper.  Find a quiet place 

to spend time in prayer and in God’s Word and let His 

Spirit whisper to your soul.  We know that God is able to 

do all things, that nothing is impossible for God and that 

one day, He will return and make all things right. 

   

 

 In the meantime, listen for the whisper 

from the One who says “Be still and know that I am 

God, I will be exalted among the nations.  I will be 

exalted in the earth.” Psalm 46:10 

 

 Shalom,    

  ~ David Bell 
 
 

 
 We have certainly had an unusual few 

months of late.  Warnings of hygiene, then closing 

all together under the mandate of our government.  

We then began drive by church for those who 

wanted to come by and get news and drop off tithes 

and offerings.  Next we had parking lot church with 

a borrowed sound system and were eventually able 

to add the capability of low powered radio 

transmission of our services to those who wished to 

listen from the parking lot in their cars.  As phase 

three begins we will need to continue the physical 

distancing and hygiene.  Please protect yourself and 

others by wearing a face covering when you go out 

in public.  We are still seeing new cases of covid-19 

in our community and state. 

 

 Thank you for your support of the 

recommendations of fixing door locks and installing 

security cameras for the safety and security of our 

staff and worship attenders.  These projects should 

be completed soon. 

 

 Your support of our pastors and other 

leaders with prayer as well as prayer for members 

who have been ill and those who are grieving has 

been so crucial during these trying times.  Please 

continue to pray for our church as we continue to 

worship under safer conditions over the next few 

months. 

 

  ~ David Emerson, Deacon 



 

 

 
 

  

We are planning to conduct the 

regular quarterly business of our church Sunday, July 

12, at 6:00 PM.  We will meet with due precautions in 

our Fellowship Hall.  There will be a report from our 

Renovation Committee, bringing us up to date with 

their work.  There will also be a discussion of plans to 

resume more of our meetings and ministries.  If you 

feel comfortable getting out, we hope you will join us 

for this important meeting. 

  

20/20 is considered perfect vision.  Maybe 

God is using 20/20 for us to see clearly that he is in 

charge and the only one who can help us. 

 My first miracale of the day:  God woke me up.  

Thank you God for this day and for every breath I 

take.  I pray that July, August and September are 

months filled with good news, blessings, growth, new 

opportunities, healing, love and God’s favor. 

 Quarantine is in the Bible:  Isaiah 26:20.  “Go 

home, my people, and lock your doors!  Hide yourselves 

for a little while until the Lord’s anger has passed.”  

Lord we continue to pray for the hurts this Corona 

Virus has placed on our Nation, our country, our people, 

our businesses and maybe even our faith.  Lord 

continue to keep us in the center of the promises you 

have made for us.  We are not letting this virus crisis 

destroy our faith.  You died on the cross for us and 

gave us hope for a better life.  Thank you for your love 

even when we fail you.  God we know that you are in 

control. We’ll wait for your day and time You will lift 

this crisis we are going through. 

 When sadness stills your heart:  When tears 

flow in your eyes, Always remember three things:  

(1)God is with you, (2)Still with you, (3)Always with you 

This Sunday we are praying for a miracle.  

Please heal everyone affected by this virus.  Comfort 

those who mourn, bless us financially, and bring an end 

to this pandemic.  Until our last breath we will praise 

God.  In the precious name of Jesus Crist our Lord and 

Savior..Amen  

 

  

 Used material from my cell phone “Daily 

Prayers:  by Jasmine Singh, Sunita Basdeo, Liza 

Hipolio Casgro, Liza H. Castro and Lita Leonardo. 

 God bless you and your families.  

  ~ Hope Rich 

 

 As your Sunday School Director, I 

am convinced it is my responsibility to the church to 

ask for the help of all our members.  We can use this 

time when we can’t have Sunday School to join our 

hearts and be focused on ways to share in the 

growing of our church.  We can be more dedicated 

and consistent to reach out to our family members, 

our friends, our co-workers, our neighbors and the 

former members who are no longer in church 

anywhere. 

 Each of you have ideas on how you can help 

us go into action.  Share those ideas with the church.  

Give sacrificially of your time and energy.  God is 

with us still.  Jesus says “I am the light of the world” 

and we can reflect His light. He is the vine and we 

are the branches. We are to take that light and lead 

the lost out of darkness. 

 In my prayers I plead with God to forgive us 

for stepping away from the Spiritual Warfare which 

is going on throughout all the world.  Let Jesus be 

your leader and your example to do great things in 

His name.  Give your heart to be determined to show 

God’s love and reach out to all with the gospel of 

eternal salvation through Jesus.   

I hope and pray that more people will join 

with us in united prayer with other churches.  Ask 

Jesus to kindle a fire in us that will blaze across the 

world.  Who is to say our little church can’t be a 

catalyst that seeks God’s mercy for a spiritual 

awakening of the world.  May this message speak 

loud and clear to you.  Yes, we need your help and you 

need the blessing. 

In Love of Jesus Christ, 

 

   ~ Ann Shackelford   

2 Timothy 1:9 
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Live Broadcast of Morning Worship – channel 88.1 FM 

If you prefer to listen to the worship services from your car you 

can still do so from the church parking lot during morning worship. 

Stop at the church entrance and pick up a bulletin. 

 

Visit Our  Web Site!! Calvary Baptist Church now has a  web site 

~  www.cbcdanville.org.  You can now read the newsletters, listen 

to all sermons, and see what our church has to offer.  Please give 

us feedback and let us know other information you feel should be 

included. 

 

The Calvary Messenger” is a quarterly newsletter of our 

church.  If you would like to be on our mailing list, please call our 

church office (434-793-0342), or simply pick one up in our 

vestibule. We can e-mail it to you if you prefer by providing us 

with your e-mail address. 

Due to COVID-19, USPS mail carriers are not able to help God’s Storehouse with its Stamp Out Hunger Food 

Drive this year.  The Storehouse depends heavily upon this drive—last year it brought in over 32,000 pounds 

of food which lasted through August.  In order to stock their shelves this year, they have decided to host a 

Drive Thru Drop Off Food Drive, Saturday, July 25, 9 am to 2 pm.  Donors can drive thru God’s Storehouse and 

volunteers will unload their donations.  Any amount is appreciated.  Please mark this on your calendar! 
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