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 The weather is always unpredictable in March.  

This year March was unpredictable in other ways.  When 

the month started, we heard that a virus was spreading 

from China, but weren’t too alarmed.  Other things, 

however, did alarm us.  As a church we found ourselves 

dealing with several deaths and the task of trying to 

comfort members in their time of loss.  Whether 

expected or not, death is always an unwelcome intruder.  

We are never prepared for it. 

 Then the month that came in like a lion continued 

to roar.  The last two weeks of March found us confined 

to our homes and trying to deal with church and non-

essential business closures—all in an effort to stop the 

explosive and deadly spread of a coronavirus now known 

as Covid-19.  Another sudden upheaval! 

 How do we react to changes like these?  We 

should react in faith, clinging to that which does not 

change.  When Betty and I moved to Ireland in 1974, we 

traveled by ship.  On the first day out of New York the 

waves were rough and at breakfast we started to feel 

sick.  A steward gave us good advice.  He said, “Go 

outside, sit in the deck chairs and fix your eyes on the 

horizon.  It’s the only thing that’s not moving!”  We did 

that—we focused on something that was not changing—

and it helped. 

 In the midst of present changes, what should we 

look to that does not vacillate?  Two things:  God and His 

Word! 

 In Malachi 3:6, God says, “I the LORD do not 

change!”  We change and life’s situations change, but God 

does not.  He is always the same.  James 1:17 says, with 

him “there is no variation or shadow due to change.”  

When the waves of life are rising and falling around us, 

how wonderful to know that we can reach out to one like 

From the Pastor ~ 

this—one who is changeless in all his being and ways!  

Isaiah the prophet says, “You keep him in perfect 

peace, whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts 

in you” (Isaiah 26:3).  

 We also have God’s unchanging Word in which 

to trust  “Forever, O LORD, your word is firmly fixed 

in the heavens: (Psalm 119;89).  Peter says we “have 

been born again, not of perishable seed but of 

imperishable, through the living and abiding word of 

God; for ‘All flesh is  like grass and all its glory like the 

flower of grass.  The grass withers, and the flower 

fails, but the word of the Lord remains forever.’  And 

this word is the good news that was preached to you” 

(Peter 1:23-25). 

 Brothers and sisters, let’s not be slaves to 

fear!  Trust in God.  Trust in his word.  Trust in the 

Gospel through which we have ultimate victory over all 

enemies, even death itself.  Gathering for Easter 

worship might not be possible this year, but no 

pestilence can stop us from celebrating the victory of 

the Resurrection!  It’s promised in Scripture and it’s 

promised in every flower of Springtime.  “Death is 

swallowed up in victory.  O death, where is your sting?”
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  Pastor’s Memo Continued ~ 

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  

But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through 

our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 You are in my heart and prayers.  Let’s stay 

connected until the coast is clear and we can gather as 

a church again. 

Sincerely 

Rick 

 
cliché at one time or another. I was hoping to write 

about our upcoming VBS plans but I feel led to write 

about the covid-19 outbreak; because what a difference 

a day makes.  

I was recently asked by a friend, “If you had to 

preach a message to ‘the church,’ with where we are in 

our current situation, what would the theme of that 

message be?” My reply was based on Scripture, Psalm 

39:5 and James 4:14. 

 

Psalm 39:5 “You have made my days a mere handbreadth; 

the span of my years is as nothing before you. Each man’s 

life is but a breath.” 

 

James 4:14 “Why, you do not even know what will happen 

tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears 

for a little while and then vanishes.” 

 

These verses speak of the brevity of life and 

the fact that life can change very quickly. In the eyes 

of eternity life really is a breath, a vapor. Life is 

momentary and life passes quickly. I was talking to a 

neighbor the other day and I mentioned that I am 57 

years old and don’t remember a time such as what we all 

are currently experiencing. My neighbor quipped, “I’m 

75 and have never seen anything like this!”  

And the amazing thing to me is how quickly 

things have changed. Who would have ever dreamed that 

a day would come when we couldn’t go out to our favorite 

restaurant or gather together for corporate worship? 

For a number of Sundays we were bumping fists or 

elbowing each other thinking all along that this virus 

would pass on by – never dreaming that a day would  

 

    

actually come when we could not gather together. 

And yet here we are. That which we were familiar 

with, that which was comfortable, like a mist, has 

vanished.  

But don’t despair!!! 

Although a day might make a difference 

there is one thing that has not changed and that is 

HOPE! More specifically the object of our hope 

and that is Jesus Christ! Jesus is still sitting at 

the right hand of God the Father and He is still in 

control. In fact there has not been a time when HE 

was NOT in control. So our hope can rest squarely 

on His shoulder.  We can take comfort in knowing 

that none of this has caught God by surprise! 

With that being said, think about these 

verses in the days ahead and let God’s Word be a 

light of HOPE, no matter what difference today 

may hold! 

 

2 Corinthians 4:17-18 “For this light momentary 

affliction is preparing for you an eternal weight of 

glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the 

things that are seen but to the things that are 

unseen.” 

 

Romans 12:12 “Rejoice in hope, be patient in 

tribulation, be constant in prayer.” 

 

Romans 5:3-4 “Not only so, but we also glory in our 

sufferings, because we know that suffering 

produces perseverance, perseverance, character 

and character, hope.” 

 

Romans 15:13 “May the God of hope fill you with all 

joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of 

the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” 

 

In closing, I am reminded of the words from the 

hymn, “His Eye is on the Sparrow.” One of the 

stanzas is written “Let not your heart be troubled, 

His tender word I hear. And resting on His 

goodness, I lose my doubts and fears. Though by the 

path He leadeth but one step I may see; His eye is 

on the sparrow and I know He watches me. 

  

 Shalom! 

  David Bell 

“What a difference a day 

makes!” We have all heard this  



 

 

 
  

  

  

No doubt, the year 2020 is different from any 

I’ve experienced in my life time.  You can probably 

concur.   Priorities have adjusted to the necessities of 

life. 

Due to the Corona Pandemic, the “Church” 

throughout the nation has had to make temporary 

adjustments to worship services, group bible studies 

and other church activities.   Calvary Baptist has 

complied and made some necessary adjustments.   

More temporary adjustments may have to be made 

until this storm passes and we can return to normal 

activities. 

You don’t miss the water until the well runs dry.   

We miss gathering for Sunday morning Bible study, the 

Sunday morning worship service, Wednesday prayer 

meeting and weekly group Bible study meetings.   Even 

though we use the electronic means of distant and 

instant communication (phone, email, texting, internet, 

etc.), we miss the enjoyment of the personal fellowship 

with each other. 

However, we are still together, still a family, even 

though we are temporarily at a distance.    

Pastor Markham, Associate Pastor Bell and those 

assisting them are still laboring to get the gospel 

message out each week through CD recordings and 

website audio sermons.   And, last week, a live online 

Bible study was initiated.   The work continues. 

Right now, we are in a journey down the mountain 

into the valley.   We pray that we are almost at the 

bottom where we can start the climb back up.   

Wherever we are in this journey, we continue to pray 

and can be assured that He is with us throughout this 

journey into and out of the valley.    Praise the Lord! 

Psalm 91:1-3 

1. He who dwells in the secret place of the Most 

High Shall abide under the shadow of the 

Almighty.  

2. I will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and my 

fortress; My God, in Him I will trust.” 

3. Surely He shall deliver you from the snare of 

the fowler And from the perilous pestilence. 

  Carlis Wells, Deacon 
 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 These past three months families of Calvary 

Baptist Church have experienced the loss of loved 

ones.  We continue to pray for these families.  

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 

comforted” (Matthew 5:4 NIV). 

 Our church was blessed in March with a 

single donation of funds to be used to renovate our 

church basement children and youth areas.  This 

includes total renovation and also new furniture.  We 

continue Thank God for all His blessings. 

 Please continue to pray for our “Young at 

Heart” ministry and that our programs will always 

glorify His name. Our programs will either be: 

Spiritual, Educational, Informative or Entertaining.  

All programs have been cancelled due to the Covid-

19 virus pandemic.  We will announce when we can 

continue.  Pray that it will be very soon.! 

God Bless 

  Hope Rich 

Missions ~ 

Update Attiogbey needs our prayers as he struggles 

to keep his new life prioritized.  He and his wife, 

Leona, reside in Switzerland at present. Leona works 

with Social Services and has been exposed to the 

coronavirus.  It has been four weeks since she can 

be with Attiogbey or her father who has asthma.  

Attiogbey is three hours away in college and is 

unable to see her. Continue to pray for him as he is 

overwhelmed with all new demands on his time. He is  

studying the German language and is attending  the 

University of Fribourg  to get his second Masters.  

He is conscience and aware of Leona’s needs and that 

he be a good husband.  Leona also is enrolled in 

college and will begin classes in August. Let us 

continue to pray that soon some of the struggles 

subside and that as they do that God receives “All 

the Glory and all the Praise!!” God has answered our 

Prayers!  Attiogbey has found a Christian Bible study 

he is attending!!     ~ Ann Shackelford 

   

 

  

 

A VERY DIFFERENT 

YEAR 

Spring is here so you will be seeing 

God’s trees blossom and beautiful 

flowers everywhere. 
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Church Based Tutorial And AWANA 
All programs have subsided until the schools are back in session. 

 
Visit Our New Web Site!! Calvary Baptist Church now has a new 

web site ~  www.cbcdanville.org.  You can now read the 

newsletters, listen to all sermons, and see what our church has to 

offer.  Please give us feedback and let us know other information 

you feel should be on it. 

 

The Calvary Messenger” is a quarterly newsletter of our 

church.  If you would like to be on our mailing list, please call our 

church office (434-793-0342), or simply pick one up in our 

vestibule. We can e-mail it to you if you prefer by providing us 

with your e-mail address. 
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