
 

CORONAVIRUS AND OUR CHURCH 
 

March 19, 2020 

 

 

Dear Fellow Members of Calvary Baptist Church: 

 

Uncertainty!  It produces stress and we are presently surrounded by it.  No one knows for sure where 

the Coronavirus is going to show up next or how far it will spread.  It is definitely a serious virus that is 

over 20 times more deadly than the influenza that we deal with every year.  It kills more people and 

most of those are over 65 and/or have some type of immune deficiency or pulmonary challenge. 

 

Our national and state leaders are urging us to follow the guidelines of the Centers for Disease Control. 

I hope you are aware of those guidelines.  They are updated each day and are available online and 

through network news reports.  One of the guidelines restricts all public and private gatherings to no 

more than 10 people.  This, of course, directly affects our services and ministries.  As responsible 

citizens we must take this seriously.  The government is not shutting down our meetings permanently; it 

is simply asking us to refrain from gathering until the virus is no longer a serious threat.  I believe the 

Lord wants us to comply. 

 

But he doesn’t want us to stop being the church!  As I have told you many times, all local churches 

have basically five purposes that we will continue to pursue…... 

 

First, and foremost, we are called to worship.  Yes, God is especially pleased when we do that 

corporately, but sometimes corporate worship is impossible.  When this is the case, we must continue to 

worship privately in our homes and, when possible, in small groups.  Please set aside time, especially 

on the Lord’s Day, for worship in your home, with another family, or in a small group.  If you are in the 

category of the most vulnerable, you should definitely stay home, but be sure to worship God.  We plan 

to provide materials that will help you.  If you can come by the church on Sunday morning between 

11:00 and 11:30 AM, our deacons will be there to give you a packet of materials.  You may also 

worship God with your tithes and offerings at that time.  Of course, there are also many resources on 

TV and the internet that can help.  Gather those in your home together and worship.  Read the Bible 

and pray.  The early church met in homes and we can certainly do the same.   

 

Second, the local church is designed for fellowship.  The Book of Acts says the first church “devoted 

themselves...to fellowship” (Acts 2:42).  We need one another—especially in times of crisis.  For this 

reason, please use messages that we send out to keep up with what is going on in our church and to 

pray for one another.  Check on those that might be alone at home or in a nursing facility.  Both I and 

David Bell will be going about our pastoral work.  Call us at any time. 

 

Third, God has called local churches to be involved in evangelism and missions.  It is quite possible 

that God has allowed this crisis in order to awaken people to the reality of death and judgment.  Look 

for opportunities to share the hope that is found in Jesus!  Be a witness by the way you live.  I am 

working on a sermon from 2 Timothy 1:7 – “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and 

of love and of a sound mind.” Others should see a difference in the way we respond to the Coronavirus 

threat.  I believe “spirit” in this text should be spelled with a capital “S.”  Paul is speaking about the 

Holy Spirit who lives in all Christians.  He gives us power to exercise ministry, love to serve, self-

control to live by a reverent and restrained faith.  This time of trial might just be a great opportunity for 



gospel ministry!  And don’t forget the Annie Armstrong Offering for North American Missions.  Our 

goal for this Easter Offering is $1,000. 

 

Fourth, as a church God wants us to be dedicated to discipleship.   That is, he wants us to be pursuing 

and spurring one another on to spiritual growth.  Luke 2:52 says of Jesus that He “grew in wisdom and 

stature, and in favor with God and men.”  As a young man, our Lord grew intellectually, physically, 

spiritually, and socially.  This is a pattern for each of us and, to facilitate it, God has placed us in the 

local church. Staid patterns of tradition often impede growth, so maybe this is another reason God has 

allowed this virus—to shake us out of those patterns.  New challenges stimulate growth. 

 

Finally, the Lord wants the local church to be all about service.  This is what the word “minister” 

means.  It’s the Greek word from which we get our word “deacon.”  Deacons are to be pace-setters, but 

we are all called to serve one another and our community.  Vance Havner used to say, “Too many are 

willing to sit at God’s table, but not willing to work in his field.”  Perhaps this crisis we’re in is meant 

in part to get us out into the field to serve others.  “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but 

to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many”(Mark 10:45).  Whatever happens over these next 

weeks, don’t stop thinking about, praying for, and serving those around you. 

 

As your pastors, David and I are praying for you.  I will also be trying to get sermons out to you—on 

our website, on discs, or in printed form.  Your Sunday School Teachers and Home Group Leaders will 

also be in contact.  Keep studying God’s Word. 

 

Easter is only three weeks away.  I sincerely hope we will be able to gather that morning, but again we 

just don’t know.  Uncertainty to us, but not to God!   

 

Remember how Psalm 46 comforted us when we were reeling from the 9/11 attacks?  The Lord hasn’t 

changed. 

                                                      God is our refuge and strength, 

                                                          a very present help in trouble. 

                                                      Therefore we will not fear….. 

                                                      The LORD of hosts is with us; 

                                                         the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 

Don’t hesitate to call us with your needs.  My cell phone is (434) 251-6867.  Pastor David’s is (434) 

334-8688.  You may also leave messages on the church phone: (434) 793-0342. 

 

In Christ’s great love, 

 

 

Pastor Rick Markham 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Calvary Baptist Church Coronavirus Schedule 
 

  

 

Lord’s Day Worship 
 

11:00 – 11:30 AM 

If possible, please drive around to the back of the church where 

you will receive a packet that includes the following: 

                                   

                                   – Information you should know about the week 

                                   – Prayer requests 

                                   – Contact information 

                                   – Printed sermon from the pastor 

                                      (a cd of the sermon will also be available if desired) 

                                   – Other devotional material to help 

 

You may also worship God with your tithes & offerings at this time. 

(Or you may send them in by mail to CBC, 416 Edgewood Dr.) 

 

Please let us know if you are unable to come by for this packet and we 

will gladly deliver it to you. 

 
 

 

Cancellations 
 

Until further notice, the following church meetings are canceled: 

 

                                    – Sunday School & 11:00 AM Worship 

                                    – Bible Talk 

                                    – Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting 

                                    – Choir Rehearsal 

                                    – After School Tutorial 

                                    – AWANA 

                                    – Young at Heart Programs 

                                    – United Prayer Service & Fifth Sunday United Service 

                                    – Community Breakfast on March 28th 

 

Home Groups will make their own decisions about meeting or not meeting. 


