
 

CORONAVIRUS AND OUR CHURCH 
March 25, 2020 

 

Dear Members and Friends of Our Church: 

 

The Deacons, David Bell and I have been so blessed by your response to our cancellations. Last 

Sunday we gave packets of information to those in more than 25 cars that drove by the 

Fellowship Hall. It was good to see you all.  The Deacons, David Bell, and others helped us get 

packets to those who couldn’t come by.  If we missed you, please forgive us. 

 

We plan to greet those who visit us again this coming Lord’s Day, 11:00 – 11:30 AM.  We will 

give you a bulletin that will contain an updated prayer list, order of service for worship that day, 

and other information.  We are once again recording a service, this time with Pastor David Bell 

preaching. This service will be available on our website (www.cbcdanville.org) by Sunday, as 

well as in cd form for those who request that.  A number of you have contacted us to say that 

last Sunday’s service was a blessing to you.  We can listen to other church broadcasts, but as 

one of you commented, “There is something comforting about familiar voices.”   

 

We are doing all we can to continue functioning as a church.  It’s difficult, and if you know of 

other measures we might take, please let us know.  I continue praying that it will be possible to 

gather for Easter worship, but we will have to see what happens.  Please keep praying!   

 

And keep letting your light shine for our Lord!  People are watching Christians to see how we 

respond to this trial.  They should see prudence and caution, but not fear.  All temptations to be 

afraid should be met with faith, hope, and love. 

 

I’ve been helped by reading accounts of how our brothers and sisters of the past have handled 

worse trials than the Covid-19.  For instance, Charles Spurgeon writes the following words in  

his autobiography: 

 
         In the year 1854, when I had scarcely been in London twelve months, the neighborhood in which I labored 
     was visited by Asiatic Cholera, and my congregation suffered from its inroads. Family after family summoned 
     me to the bedside of the smitten, and almost every day I was called to visit the grave. At first, I gave myself up 
     with youthful ardor to the visitation of the sick, and was sent for from all corners of the district by persons of 
     all ranks and religions, but soon I became weary in body, and sick at heart. My friends seemed falling one by 
     one, and I felt or fancied that I was sickening like those around me. A little more work and weeping would have 
     laid me low among the rest; I felt that my burden was heavier than I could bear and I was ready to sink under it. 
         I was returning mournfully home from a funeral, when, as God would have it, my curiosity led me to read a 
     paper which was (posted) in a shoemaker’s window in the Great Dover Road. It did not look like a trade 
     announcement, nor was it, for it bore, in a good bold handwriting, these words: “Because thou hast made the 
     Lord, which is my refuge, even the Most High, thy habitation; there shall no evil befall thee, neither shall 
     any plague come nigh thy dwelling.” 
         The effect upon my heart was immediate. Faith appropriated the passage as her own. I felt secure, refreshed, 
     girt with immortality. I felt no fear of evil and I suffered no harm. The Providence which moved the tradesman 
     to place those verses in his window, I gratefully acknowledge, and in the remembrance of its marvelous power, 
     I adore the Lord my God.”  [Autobiography, vol. 1, p. 272]. 
 

I received another blessing from reading a sermon preached during the War of 1812, by a 

Presbyterian pastor here in Virginia. His name was Moses Hoge and, for several years, he was 

president of Hampton-Sydney College. He delivered this sermon at a time when Great Britain 
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had the upper hand and it seemed that our young nation was about to be vanquished.  Many 

were losing lives and property.  Pastor Hoge’s text was Ecclesiastes 7:14 and the words, “In the 

day of adversity consider.”  In his introduction he says that divine providence often expresses 

the goodness of God, but that sometimes it brings hardship, such as war and disease, so that we 

might consider our sins.  “Adversity ought to be considered a certain indication of the Divine 

displeasure against sin, and consequently a solemn call to the afflicted to consider their ways.” 

He speaks about God’s great blessings in giving us victory in our Revolutionary War, which he 

says was obviously supernatural.  Yet he says within a few decades we had become arrogant and 

unthankful.  He asks why God so blessed us: “Was it that we might become a great and 

flourishing nation of Atheists?”  No, he says.  “It was undoubtedly with an ultimate reference to 

the great interests of a future state.” 

 

It was Moses Hoge’s belief that God had allowed the War of 1812 to chasten our nation and 

turn us back to him.  If our nation paid no heed, he said, “Perhaps an event more to be dreaded 

than war, and famine, and pestilence, and all the scourges ever employed by righteous heaven, 

for the reformation of any people awaits us.” 

 

Of course, we don’t know the secret counsels of God, but like Hoge we believe in a sovereign 

God who has a holy and loving purpose in all that he prescribes or permits to happen to his 

people.  Therefore, our part, in this day of adversity, is to consider—consider all God’s 

warnings and promises.  Where there is need to repent, we should repent.  Where there is need 

to reform our ways, we should reform.  And where there is need to reaffirm our trust in him and 

his promises, we need to reaffirm that trust.  Our Lord has saved us from our worst enemies—

sin, death, and hell—he will surely deliver us from this coronavirus pandemic. 

 

Brothers and sisters, use these hours of isolation to ponder God’s Word and deepen your 

relationship with him.  Use them to strengthen your ties with family and church.  Use them to 

intensify your prayer life.    

 

I appreciate the way many of you are checking on our elderly members and your neighbors. 

Please keep doing that.  Sunday School and small group leaders, please stay in touch with your 

members, to encourage and help. 

 

We’ll get through this adversity and I’m convince we will be better for it—if we exercise faith 

and refuse to fear. 

 

God bless you!    

 

Rick Markham, Pastor 
 

 

 
 

Lord, we believe that you are the one who works all things according to the 

counsel of your will and we also believe that your will for us is one of great love. 

Thank you for the assurances of your Word.  Thank you for the peace we feel in our 

hearts, knowing that you are our Father who cares about us. May we learn all that 

you intend to teach us through this present crisis, for the glory of your Son, our 

Savior and Lord, in whose name we pray.   Amen. 


