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 I am writing these words on the last day of 2019.  

Thank you for once again making our Christmas a very 

enjoyable holiday.  This was the 32nd time that Betty and 

I have celebrated our Savior’s birth at Calvary and, as 

always, your love made everything about it very 

meaningful.  Thank you for the greetings and gifts.  

Thank you for all who participated in special services and 

other events.  Thanks to our small groups for sharing 

carols, gifts and prayers with those confined to home or 

nursing homes.  I also appreciate all who contributed to 

our Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International 

Missions.  This has been our largest offering ever, taking 

us well beyond our $1,500 goal.  On behalf of our 

missionaries, thank you! 

 Looking back over 2019 brings both sadness and 

gladness to my heart.  I feel sadness in remembering our 

trials and losses.  I count at least twelve members that 

faced sickness or disease requiring hospitalization and 

treatments—some multiple times, some for extended 

periods.  Several continue struggling with restrictions 

that keep them from regular attendance at our services.  

We miss you so much and will continue supporting you. 

 The Lord eventually took dear Erica Mann home 

to himself.  We celebrated her life on April 20th and since 

then have realized that, like some before her, she is 

irreplaceable.  We’re not sad for Erica—she has entered 

the fulness of peace and joy.  But we miss her.  During 

the summer we also were saddened by the passing of a 

beloved pastor and his wife:  Rev. J.C. and Jean Raper.  

We will miss their visits that always uplifted us.  

 Yet, along with sadness, looking back on 2019 also 

brings me gladness.  I’m encouraged by a new initiative in 

prayer.  The Lord laid it upon Pat Hancock’s heart to 

From the Pastor ~ 

bring churches together to pray for spiritual 

awakening in our area and throughout our land.  We are 

meeting at a different church on the evening of the 

first Sunday of each month.  Participation is growing 

and I look forward to what God is going to do through 

this venture in the new decade. 

 I’m also encouraged by our ongoing efforts in 

evangelism and missions.  Through the outreach of our 

members, we have several new faces in Sunday School 

and worship.  The president of our Southern Baptist 

Convention has urged each of us to focus on at least 

one person with whom we seek to cultivate a 

relationship and move toward Christ during the year.  

“Who’s Your One?” is a challenge that many are taking 

up here and all over the country.   

 We had another member travel afar on mission 

this year.  Ann Shackelford courageously visited a 

young man in the African country of Togo.  She met 

Attiogbey through our Samaritan Purse Christmas Box 

Project and continues to disciple him.  A group of our 

members also joined with a team from Edge Hill Church 

on a mission trip to Nickelsville in Appalachia.  It was 

an exciting week of sharing the gospel and serving 

needy people.  
Continued on page 2 
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  Pastor’s Memo Continued ~ 

 And, toward the end of 2019, we issued a call for 

David Bell to become our Associate Pastor—a call which 

we accepted.  I praise God for the blessing David and 

Jeanette have already brought to our church and I look 

forward to the enhancement they will bring to our 

ministries in 2020! 

 Betty and I are thankful for many personal 

blessings in the old year.  Our sixth grandchild, Nora, 

was born April 22nd!  We celebrated our 47th wedding 

anniversary on June 11th.  We took a very special trip to 

Spain in October.  And the Lord has brought me well into 

this 32nd year as your pastor.  Jesus says he came that 

his people might “have life and have it abundantly” (John 

10:10b).  The old year confirms this promise to me and I 

believe 2020 will do the same! 

 Will you join me in grasping the promises of God 

in this New Year?  God wants us to be people of hope 

who trust him for what lies ahead.  The Beetles sang, “I 

believe in yesterday.”  We rejoice over the blessings of 

yesterday, but we are people who believe in today and 

tomorrow—people of hope who rest upon the solid rock 

of Christ and his promises.  The old hymn says, 

 

Standing on the promises I cannot fall, 

Listening every moment to the Spirit’s call, 

Resting in my Savior as my all in all, 

Standing on the promises of God. 

 

 The future truly is as bright as God’s promises.  

No matter what the New Year holds, his promises and 

his presence will enable us to stand firm. 

Sincerely 

Rick 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 The word “seek” is recorded in the ESV 

Bible 223 times. Therefore, we can say with 

assurance that the Bible has much to say about 

seeking.  It is during the Christmas season that we 

are reminded about the shepherds and the Wise 

men—seeking a Savior--whether by angelic 

instructions or being led by a distant star.  

Scripture speaks of seeking many things from 

donkeys to wisdom but it mostly instructs us to 

“Seek the Lord,” Psalm 105:3.  

 Culture and the world around us, teaches us 

to “seek” fame, notoriety, wealth and a whole host 

of other things that bring contentment and personal 

gratification to our lives.  Satan uses the “stuff” in 

our lives to draw our attention away from Jesus and 

to cause us to think only about ourselves.  However, 

worldly things can only bring limited satisfaction 

once the newness has worn away. 

 As we enter into a new year, and a new 

decade, consider what it is that you are seeking.  I 

want to encourage you to seek God with all your 

heart.  There are many ways to accomplish this. 

1. Read God’s Word daily-it all begins here! 

2. Pray daily--talking to God helps to connect 

us with God 

3. Attend corporate worship meetings--this is 

a Biblical practice Hebrews 10:24-25 

4. Get involved in a small group—Sunday School 

or a Home Group 

5. Find a ministry where you can use your 

spiritual gifts 

 

When we implement these practices and seek 

God with all our heart, Scripture promises that we 

will find God.  It is these practices that will revive 

your spirit and take you to the mountain top and it 

is these practices that will keep you anchored when 

the storms of life occur. 

Looking forward to the New Year as we seek 

God individually and together as a church! 

 Shalom! 

  David Bell 

 

Jeremiah 29:13  The 

Prophet writes “You will 

seek me, when you seek 

me with all your heart.” 



 

 

 
  

  

  

 Not only a new year but a new decade.  2020 

sounds so futuristic to me.  I think of Flash Gordon 

and Dick Tracy cartoons.  They were always using 

things to communicate with others that were so 

advanced to us.  Watches that could send messages, 

laser guns, space-age vehicles.  But guess what!  Our 

technology has caught up with them and in many ways 

surpassed. 

 What an age we live in.  So many ways to 

communicate, so many ways to meet and see other 

people from all over the world.  So many changes. 

 Do you know what hasn’t changed?  There are 

still people in this world today that have not heard the 

gospel.  Some in lands far away, but some right in our 

neighborhoods.  Matthew 28:19-20 tells us to go and 

tell others about the Jesus we know.  Tell them the 

things he has done for us.  How he loves us and picks 

us up when we have fallen down.  He doesn’t tell us to 

go save the world.  Only he can do that. 

 But we are to go tell the world.  Let’s make the 

year 2020 the year that we do just that.  Look for one 

person each day or each week that we can tell the 

gospel to. I think it would make our year so much 

better and us much happier if we did. 

  Gary Mann, Deacon 
 

 

 

 

 

 The dictionary defines the word “New” as 

being different from the former:  Being in a position 

for the first time. Once we accept Jesus as our Savior, 

we are a NEW creation.  We know we can wait the day 

when we are called home to a NEW heaven and a NEW 

earth. 

 2 Cor: 5-7 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he 

is a NEW creation; Old things have passed away, 

behold all things have become NEW.  In the KJV 

Commentary it gives this meaning: “The renewed man 

acts upon new principles, by new rules, with new 

ends, and in new company.” 

 2019 took many of us through some difficult 

trials.  But James 1:12 (NIV) gave us this assurance: 

“Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial 

because having stood the test, that person will 

receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised 

to those who love Him.” 

 As we continue to read God’s word, may God 

bless us with a New Year of peace, joy and Godly 

guests for our “Young at Heart” ministry.  Please 

continue to pray that our programs always glorify 

God’s name, being of “Spiritual, Educational, 

Informative or Entertaining.  

 We want to welcome Pastor David and 

Jeanette Bell to our church family.  They have 

already blessed us with their ministry. 

~ January – no program – Happy New Year 

~ February 21 -  St. Valentine’s Program  

~ April 17th – Easter Program 

~ May 3rd – Senior Adult Day 

~ July 17th – Independence Day program 

~ October 23rd – TBA 

 

  God Bless – Hope Rich 

 

  

Upcoming Events ~ 
~ January 9th ~ AWANA resumes, 6 – 7:30 PM 

~ January 12th ~ Quarterly Business Meeting 6 PM 

~ January 16th ~ Tutorial Program Resumes, 4-6PM 

~ January 19th ~ Sanctity of Human Life Day 

~ January 25th ~ Community Breakfast 

~ January 26th  ~ Baptist Men’s Day 

~ February 21st  ~  Young at Heart Program 

~ February 23rd  ~  Baptist Women’s Day 

~ February 29th  ~  Community Breakfast 9-10 AM 

 

Happy New Year 
Calvary Baptist Church. 
Wow, so exciting! 

 

Dear Young at Heart, 

When you receive this newsletter 

the year 2019 is history! 
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Church Based Tutorial ~ 

Each Thursday from 4:00 PM until 6:00 PM.  A light dinner is 

served along with devotions.  Children are then paired off with a 

tutor for help with homework or to a computer for practice in 

ReadTheory or Math-erpieces and SOL practice. 

 

AWANA ~ 
Immediately after Tutorial from 6:00 PM until 7:30 PM.  They 

memorize scriptures, learn the bible and play games. 

 
Visit Our New Web Site!! Calvary Baptist Church now has a new 

web site ~  www.cbcdanville.org.  You can now read the 

newsletters, listen to all sermons, and see what our church has to 

offer.  Please give us feedback and let us know other information 

you feel should be on it. 

 

The Calvary Messenger” is a quarterly newsletter of our 

church.  If you would like to be on our mailing list, please call our 

church office (434-793-0342), or simply pick one up in our 

vestibule. We can e-mail it to you if you prefer by providing us 

with your e-mail address. 
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