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who is not only younger but also better at relating to 

the changing culture of our local mission field. 

 

  Third, there is my family to consider.  Betty 

has health challenges and needs more support from me.  

My children respect my decisions, but they gently 

suggest that the time is coming for Dad and Papa to 

have less work responsibility.  I have to figure all of 

this into the equation. 

 

 I hope you know me well enough to appreciate 

that I have no desire to retire from teaching and 

preaching the gospel.  My entry into the gospel 

ministry was not a mere career choice; it was a 

response to God’s call—a lifetime call to kingdom work. 

And I don’t plan to retire from that call until God 

makes it impossible or takes me home.  I may not be 

your pastor the rest of my life, but I want to continue 

serving my Lord in whatever capacity he sees fit.  

Betty and I have no intention of leaving Danville or this 

church.  We don’t foresee God moving us to another 

location, so as long as we have breath we plan to 

support and participate in what he is doing here. 
Continued on page 2 

 I recently crossed paths with an acquaintance 

that I had not seen in a while and she immediately said, 

“I hear you’re retiring.”  I’m not sure what she heard that 

led her to that conclusion, but I quickly informed her 

that a decision has not been made.  As I said to the 

church at our annual meeting, “I’m prayerfully feeling my 

way along, trying to know God’s will.”  It may be his will 

for me to continue as your pastor another year or 

another five years—or another ten years!  When the time 

comes for me to step down, I sincerely hope the Lord will 

make that clear to us all. 

 

 As I seek to know God’s will, I find myself 

considering several factors.  First, there is the 

diminishing of energy that comes with age.  I’m not tired 

of pastoral work, but I do sometimes get tired in that 

work.  I don’t have the same vigor I once had.   Does over 

forty years of accumulated experience compensate for 

energy shortage?  I hope so, but there is a limit to how 

far experience can take us.  With all the challenges a 

church of our size and situation faces, there is a 

constant need for fresh vision and renewed energy to 

pursue that vision. 

 

 Second, I am aware that in order to reach all 

ages in Edgewood and elsewhere, it might be good for 

Calvary to have a younger pastor.  We don’t like to admit 

it, but in recent years we have been losing our 

effectiveness in reaching young adults, youth, and 

children.  It’s quite possible that younger leadership 

would help turn that around.  Of course, the community 

in which we are located has also dramatically changed 

over the last decade or two.  Perhaps we need a leader 
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  Pastor’s Memo Continued ~ 

 I would like to be more involved in what the Lord 

continues to do in the Northwest of Ireland, but I must 

wait for God to open doors—doors that I think would 

involve short term trips, not relocation. 

 

 I don’t see myself as a writer, but I’ve been 

encouraged by some to give time to organizing some of 

my sermons in written form or even to write about our 

missionary ventures in Ireland.  At some point I might 

take that on. 

 

 You see what I mean when I speak about feeling 

my way along!  Pray for me!  Pray for our church that we 

will know the path that God has laid out for us.  You 

recently approved my suggestion that we call a part-time 

associate pastor.  I believe that will help.  Thank you! 

 

Sincerely 

Rick   

 

 
 Homecoming usually marks the end of our Church 

Calendar Year and the beginning of a new Church Year.  

It was a blessing to have Pastor Joe Cornell, one of our 

own, come and deliver God’s message.  The service was 

well attended and the fellowship meal was greatly 

enjoyed. 

  Pastor Joe’s message was very clear.  God 

doesn’t need us, we need Him. May we spread love 

everywhere we go.  First of all, in our own home- let no 

one ever come to us without leaving better and happier.  

Let us be the living expression of God’s kindness;  

kindness in our face, kindness in our eyes, kindness in 

our smile, kindness in our warm greeting. 

 Let us all pray for a new blessed year.  May all 

that is said and done be to glorify God’s name and the 

work he has for us. 

 Terry Rich, Deacon 

 

 Dear Young at Heart: 

 We just entered the next season of God’s 

creation, autumn, September 23, 2019.  It won’t be 

long before God turns our hills, mountains and 

forest into a rainbow of beautiful colors and we will 

start seeing homes all around us with many of God’s 

beautiful plants and flowers.  Take a drive, take a 

walk, anywhere, any time of day.  Enjoy God’s gift to 

us. 

 We also celebrated 101 years of ministries 

in God’s house on September 22, 2019.  May we 

always thank God for his blessings through his holy 

word?  Pastor Joe Cornell couldn’t have made it 

clearer.  God doesn’t need us, we need Him; and  

because of his grace we want to live the life He has 

provided for us through His word.  Continue to pray 

for our Pastor, our church ministries and for one 

another. 

 God continues to bless our “Young at Heart” 

ministry. Please continue to pray that whatever we 

do or say will be pleasing to Him.  If you are not yet 

a part of our ministry, please come and join us. You 

will be blessed. 

 

 October 25, 2019 Program:  Song service 

 We welcome back Rhonda Mays 

 

 Please help me welcome my five nieces from 

California.  They will be with us at our Young at 

Heart program.  They’ll be here with me from 

Oct. 22 through Oct. 29. 

 There will not be programs for November or 

December.  Have a joyful Thanksgiving and 

Christmas. 

 God bless you all! 

   ~Hope Rich 
   
Small Groups Bible Talk ~ 

Sunday – Fellowship Hall – 6:00 PM 

Tuesday – 10:30 AM – Pat Hancock 

Tuesday – 6:00 PM – Linda Whitmer 

Tuesday – 7:00 PM – Gary & Debbie Mann 

Friday – 10:00 AM – Church Parsonage 
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Mission Source by Ann Shackelford ~ 

 In last months Mission Source Newsletter, I 

shared with you how Operation Christmas Child 

Shoebox brought about the friendship I now have with 

Elisee Attiogbey.   

 Hoping my church would bring him here, my son 

Randy Shackelford contacted the American Embassy 

in Togo and the Samaritan’s Purse to ask the possibility 

of getting them involved because of God’s obvious 

working in Attiogbey’s life. 

 The Visa, passport, flight, shots and food and 

lodging were a must to be considered also.  Every 

African dreams and longs to come to America.  Despite 

this fact, Attiogbey said to me “No Mum, I want you 

to see our beautiful Africa.”   

 So I went to our Lord.  I prayed that it would 

be His will for me to travel to Africa.  My first 

question was “Who could go with me?  I’m 78 years old.  

I can’t go alone.”  Despite the many obstacles my oldest 

granddaughter, Chrystal Ann was to be my travel mate.  

Lord, what a blessing she was!  Brave, 5 years of the 

French language and she loves to travel.  

 Amazingly things started to happen for me.  

Hope Rich, Rici’ Shackelford, and Beverly Strickland 

provided a yard sale with items coming from my church 

and friends.  Dee Dee Emerson was first actually to 

step in with a Hot Dog luncheon, and her entire family 

did this.  It paid the cost of all the shots I had to have 

to go to Africa, $991.00 with some left over.  One 

couple from my church (who asked to remain 

anonymous) paid  my entire flight cost – almost $2,000.  

My church will pay the cost of our two week stay at 

the Onomo Hotel of $1,150.50.  My friends and their 

friends donated close to $2,000 to pay for my meals, 

taxi driver and taxi fare, gifts for Attiogbey and his 

mother.  My son Randy sent gifts and also 50 bibles 

written in French.  

 I was never sick or felt discomfort from the 

shots, or the flight, or the food.  Randy had talked 

with a missionary there in Togo who set up a mission 

for us.  The Afolabi family serves with the ABWE in 

West Africa.  Also, Beky Poteat from Providence, NC  

  

  

 

is a missionary in Togo. She is over the school for 

the blind and I met with her when she was in Danville 

and she arranged for us to visit the school and go 

with her into a village that we could serve while 

there. 

 God had a plan for me also.  Our first Sunday 

at Bethlehem Church, during worship time, I was 

honored to speak of God’s love for us all.  The second 

Sunday I was grateful to visit the youth and 

children.  I spoke to them about God’s love for His 

children.  He wants them to have hope and to have a 

future. 

 Bethlehem Assembly of God Church began in 

1975.  It is an international church which is from 

America and extends more into Africa and South 

America.  There are approximately 800 to 1,000 

members in attendance at this one church.  

Bethlehem Church is not yet complete.  There is no 

rooftop over the area where children and youth 

meet for class.  Right now they are exposed to the 

heat of the sun, the rain and the wind.  The only 

furniture is two very small tables and a few benches.  

Youth have to hold children on their laps.  They have 

no teaching materials or bibles in French. 

 I’m thinking as I write, you can help this 

church with around 1,000 members in many ways.  I 

want to ask you to let God set your hearts on fire 

with a passion to help this church.  Can you be that 

person who will unite our churches to help build, to 

train teachers, and maybe there is someone who can 

supply needed materials to train others, and even 

some others to supply building materials. 

 Bethlehem Church sent letters to our church 

listing their needs. Call me at 434-251-5778 if you 

want more information.  

 For the Love of Christ, 

  ~ Ann Shackelford 
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Church Based Tutorial ~ 

Each Thursday from 4:00 PM until 6:00 PM.  A light dinner is 

served along with devotions.  Children are then paired off with a 

tutor for help with homework or to a computer for practice in 

ReadTheory or Math-erpieces. 

 

AWANA ~ 
Immediately after Tutorial from 6:00 PM until 7:30 PM.  They 

memorize scriptures, learn the bible and play games. 

 
Visit Our New Web Site!! Calvary Baptist Church now has a new 

web site ~  www.cbcdanville.org.  You can now read the 

newsletters, listen to all sermons, and see what our church has to 

offer.  Please give us feedback and let us know other information 

you feel should be on it. 

 

The Calvary Messenger” is a quarterly newsletter of our 

church.  If you would like to be on our mailing list, please call our 

church office (434-793-0342), or simply pick one up in our 

vestibule. We can e-mail it to you if you prefer by providing us 

with your e-mail address. 
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