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 Is it just me, or is the Summer shorter than it 

used to be?  What I remember as “long and lazy days of 

Summer” are now “short and busy days,” cram-packed 

with all types of activities.  We live hectic, distracted 

lives, but somehow, as Christians, we must not simply go 

with the flow.  Instead, the Bible says, “Look carefully 

then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the 

best use of the time, because the days are evil.  

Therefore, do not be foolish, but understand what the 

will of the Lord is” (Ephesians 5:15-17). 

 

 As your pastor, let me suggest several ways you 

can take those instructions seriously.  First, carve out 

time each day when you meet with the Lord personally 

and privately.  Call it your devotional time, your quiet time 

or whatever, but please do it!  Read a Scripture passage 

and think about its meaning.  Pray, using the ACTS 

formula—Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, and 

Supplication.  This will help you to “understand what the 

will of the Lord is” for you.  It will also help you to 

identify what is evil about the days in which we live. 

 

 Second, be regularly involved in the work of 

Christ’s Kingdom.  As I’ve often said, each of us, if 

possible, should be involved in Kingdom work on three 

levels.  We should participate in corporate worship with 

the entire church as it gathers on the Lord’s Day.  God 

specifically commands us to do this.  After that, we 

should be involved in a small group for the purpose of 

learning how to be a better disciple of Jesus—a small 

group that meets at church (S.S. or Bible talk) or in one 

of our homes for Bible Study, prayer and fellowship.  

Third, we should all be involved in doing something to 
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serve the Lord and others.  It may be teaching or 

tutoring.  It may be leading worship or serving on a 

committee.  It may be visiting the homebound or our 

neighbors in Edgewood who need the gospel.  It may be 

serving at God’s Pit Crew, God’s Storehouse or the 

Salvation Army.  “Look carefully how you walk.”  Use 

your time wisely by involvement in Kingdom work 

through worship, discipleship, and service.    

 

 Finally, I challenge you to enjoy the life God 

has given you!  From his prison cell Paul told Timothy 

to “Take hold of the eternal life to which (you were) 

called” and he assured him that God “richly  provides 

us with everything to enjoy” (1 Timothy 6:12, 17).  Don’t 

let summer slip by—in fact, don’t let a single week slip 

by—without doing something that is enjoyable and 

invigorating for body, mind and soul.  The Psalmist 

says, “I have calmed and quieted my soul, like a weaned 

child with its mother; like a weaned child is my soul 

within me” (Psalm 131:2).  The world will drive you crazy 

if you let it.  Calm your soul and enjoy the rich life God 

has given you. 
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  Pastor’s Memo Continued ~ 

 
 By God’s grace, I will do the same.  And before 

we know it, my favorite time of the year (Autumn) will 

be here!  I am happy to announce that this Fall, for the 

first Homecoming of our church’s second century, our 

guest preacher will be Pastor Joe Cornell!  I’m also 

hoping to get Pastor Clive Johnston over from Ireland 

early in 2020 for Winter Bible Study!    Wouldn’t that 

be great? 

 

 Please keep our sick and suffering in your 

prayers these days. 

    

   ~ Rick 
 

 
 Pray.  I have had prayer on my mind for a while 

as I have been thinking what to write for this comment.  

I think of those we are praying for in their recovering.  

I think of those who are anticipating procedures.  I also 

think of those in the area who need to hear that Calvary 

church is welcoming and would like them to attend 

worship and other activities at our facility.  

 I have been thinking of those who have been 

away on mission and those who plan to go to the mission 

field soon.  Would you plan to join me in praying for all 

of these and for others you know who will benefit from 

your lifting them up in prayer to our father in heaven? 

 David Emerson, Deacon 

 

 Dear Young at Heart: 

 July the 4th, “Independence Day”.  As U.S. 

citizens we celebrate our freedom on Independence 

Day.  We take this day to celebrate the birth of a 

nation, and more broadly, the birth of freedom and  

liberty that we Americans hold dear.  Thanking our 

founding fathers for giving us our liberty. 

 

 As Christians we also celebrate our freedom 

in Christ and the sacrifice He made to set us free 

from sin and death.  “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and 

where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom” 

(Corinthians 3:17} 

 

 July 19: Independence Day Program.  Our 

special guest will be Dr. Rafael V. Hurtado and wife, 

Maria.  They will share their journey from the 

Dominican Republic to the U.S 

 

 August 2019 – no program 

 September 2019 – no program however 

September 29th is “Homecoming.”  Calvary Baptist 

Church celebrates another birthday.  God has 

blessed our ministries in many ways this year. 

 

 Please continue to pray for our Young at 

Heart ministry.  And come join us if you are not  

already a part of our fellowship. 

 God Bless ~ 

   ~Hope Rich 
  

Nursery Report ~ 
 I want to thank our 2019 nursery helpers 

for their dedication in helping in the nursery this 

year, Jean Atkins, Judy Smith and Judy Pruitt.  May 

God continue to use you in any of his ministries this 

year. 

 

  ~ Hope Rich, Director 
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It’s that time again!  Time for VBS.  This 

year we are doing an all-day Saturday VBS.  We need 

your help!  We need volunteers for crafts, music, 

games, Bible stories and kitchen.  Please see Lisa 

Massey, Ann Shackelford, or Pat Hancock if you can 

help. 

 Our Theme:  “God’s Amazing World” 

 Date:  Saturday, July 13th 

 Time:  10:30 AM – 5:30 PM 

 Place:  Backyard of the church and the  

                       Fellowship hall. 

 Parents will be invited to come at 5:00 PM to 

hear reports from their children and to join us for 

hamburgers afterwards. 
 Psalm 33:6-9  “The heavens were made by the 

word of the Lord, and all the stars by the breath of 

His mouth.  He gathered the waters of the sea into a 

heap.  He puts the depths into the store houses.  Let 

the whole earth tremble before the Lord.  Let all the 

peoples of the world stand in awe of Him.  For He spoke 

and it came into being.  He commanded and it came into 

existence.” 

 Give praise to our awesome God! 

  Your “Sister in Christ” 
  Pat Hancock 

Sunday School Report  ~  Praise God!  With His 

help, Sunday School attendance has been going up the 

last three months 

 Our teachers, our outreach and our different 

activities have brought some of this about.   

 Please join me in thanking these people for 

their dedication and planning.   If you have thoughts or 

a vision for “your church”, we would love to talk to you.   

Thankful. . . . .  

   ~ Ann Shackelford 

  Sunday School Director 

 

My upcoming trip to Lome’, Togo, Africa ~ 

 It all started in 2009 with a note I placed in 

a Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child 

Shoebox.  After reading “The Prayers of Jobez” 

many years ago, often I have prayed for God to 

increase my territory.  To let me be His voice, His 

hands and His feet. 

 On November 2, 2015 I received a letter 

from Elisee Attiogbey telling me that 5 years before 

while digging in the dirt behind the orphanage, he 

found a small ring box with a note inside addressed 

to “Young Man”, (He was that young man).  In the 

note I said “Jesus has placed this box into your 

hands.”  I continued to write about Jesus' plan for 

him from different scriptures. He held onto that 

note until he could write English.  There is so much 

more to tell about and I will speak on that later 

hopefully in the next newsletter.  But for now, after 

four years of corresponding, we both have grown 

stronger and our faith in God has soared to 

unimaginable heights. 

 For what God was planning for Attiogbey was 

impossible!!!  However, Attiogbey is graduating in 

July with his Masters Degree in Communication 

Technology. 

 In his letter he said “I keep this note 

carefully because after reading it I knew your 

devotion and your spirit,” and he wanted to know me 

because the note gave him HOPE of success and a 

good relationship with Jesus Christ. 

   God orchestrating everything so 

beautifully makes me believe He has even more 

impossible things in the making.  So God willing, I’ll 

go to Africa.  Pray that we will serve Him well.  It 

causes me to fall on my knees in awe of what and 

Who God can use to bring about His Miracles. 

Even a wretch like me……. 

  ~ Ann Shackelford 
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Parsonage Bible Study ~  

Since March the Bible Study held in the Parsonage every 

Friday morning at 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM has grown.  We started 

with four and now have at least eight who attend regularly.  Three 

are from the neighborhood   

Our study of the book of Zechariah ended two weeks ago. 

We are now using “Table Talk” to answer 24 key questions about 

prayer.  Our goal is to reach the Edgewood Community with the 

Love and Word of God.  Pray for us please. 

 Grateful – 

   ~ Ann Shackelford 

 

The Calvary Messenger” is a quarterly newsletter of our 

church.  If you would like to be on our mailing list, please call our 

church office (434-793-0342), or simply pick one up in our 

vestibule. We can e-mail it to you if you prefer by providing us 

with your e-mail address. 


