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CALVARY MESSENGER 

           With the exception of an early Winter snow, our 

Christmas services went according to schedule and were 

a great blessing.  Thanks to all who did the many little 

things that made the season special to everyone.  A 

special thanks to Lisa Massie, the youth and children 

for their superb drama about the meaning of Christmas.  

We will long remember “Star Gazing”. 

          And now we are entering the New Year of 2019!  

The past year was especially eventful, but 2018 and our 

Centennial celebrations are now history.  We face new 

challenges—new but no more daunting than challenges 

of the past.  As I said at the centennial, this west side 

of Danville is a wild and needy area, but it was wild and 

needy when our church was first established.  We can 

face the challenges of our second century if we keep 

Christ central to all we are and do.  It was the Gospel 

that brought us this far and that same Gospel will keep 

and prosper us in days ahead. 

          This past Summer messengers to our Southern 

Baptist Convention elected J.D. Greear as our new 

president.  J.D. is pastor of the Summit Church in 

Raleigh-Durham, North Carolina.  He recently sent out a 

challenge to all our churches that I want to share with 

you.  He challenges us to recover “the primacy of 

personal evangelism.”  He points back to 1953 when the 

Southern Baptist Convention set a goal of enrolling one 

million new people in Sunday School the following year.  

It was called the “Million More in ‘54” campaign.  It was 

a crazy big goal and they didn’t meet it.  But they were 

able to get six hundred thousand new people involved in 

Bible Study, many of whom trusted Christ for the first 

time.  Greear says, “That’s what happens when you paint 

a vision of the possible:  People take ownership for it, 

and the Spirit starts to move in fresh ways.” 

          Pastor Greear’s specific challenge for our more 

than 50,000 churches is for every member to identify 

at least one person that we will pray for and seek to 

direct to Christ this year.  “Who’s Your One?” he asks.  

He  
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comments “On any given weekend, more than five million 

Southern Baptists gather to worship around the country 

Can you imagine the impact if every one of them asked 

God each day to let him or her lead one person to Christ 

next year?” 

          Will we take on this challenge?  We all know people 

who need the Lord and we may be their only spiritual 

lifeline.  Our Statement of Faith (The Baptist Faith & 

Message), Article XI, summarizes what God expects 

when it says, “It is the duty and privilege of every 

follower of Christ and of every church of the Lord to 

endeavor to make disciples of all nations.  The new birth 

of man’s spirit by God’s Holy Spirit means the birth of 

love for others….It is the duty of every child of God to 

seek constantly to win the lost to Christ by verbal 

witness undergirded by a Christian lifestyle and by other 

methods in harmony with the Gospel of Christ.”  

I would also add:  “undergirded by prayer.”  We 

can’t change hearts; only God can.  In conjunction with 

our president’s challenge, I therefore invite you to join 

me in “A Special Service of Prayer” Sunday morning 

January 20th.  May God give us all a fresh initiative of 

prayer and evangelism in this New Year! 

I consider it an honor and joy to be your pastor, 

                                       Rick Markham 
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   Sunday School Director ~ Ann Shackelford 

   Assistant Sunday School Director ~ Sue Sage 

   Choir Leader ~ Debbie Mann 

   Pianist ~ Cherry Shelton 

   Organist/Secretary ~ Diana Raines 

A Gospel Driven Fellowship 



  

 

 
  

 

 

 

     Well the holidays have come and gone and I took 

some time to look back at the year of 2018 and what 

it brought to the church and I will have to say that it 

was a very good year. 

     God has lead us in many endeavors this past year.  

We began a neighborhood visitation around the area 

and was able to contact many of our neighbors.  We 

have had a few of those visit the church. 

     We had our 100th Homecoming in September and I 

would have to say that it was a success.  Thanks to all 

those who were responsible in making it just that.  

We have also seen several members added to our 

congregation throughout 2018. 

     And the Christmas Program put on by the Children 

and Youth Departments was very good.  Thanks to 

Lisa and the children for bringing it to us. 

     All and all I would have to say 2018 was a success.  

I can’t wait to see what God has in store for us in 

the new year of 2019. 

Gary Mann, Deacon 

  

 

Kids Ministry Training ~ We are once again planning 

to take a group to this training event in Richmond.  

The date is Saturday, March 2nd.  The venue is Swift 

Creek Baptist Church, Midlothian.  It starts at 8:45 

AM, so we will need to leave Danville at 6:00 AM.  

The event, hosted by LifeWay and the SBCV.  There 

will be 3 nationally known speakers and 43 different 

breakout sessions led by dedicated children’s 

ministry leaders.  All those who work with youth or 

children in Sunday School, VBS, and AWANA are 

urged to attend.  See Ann Shackelford or Pastor 

Markham if you are interested in signing up. 

 

 

 
 “Approved Workmen Are Not Ashamed” 

2 Timothy 2:15 

 

We have an AWANA program weekly on 

Thursday’s from 6 PM – 7:30 PM.  It’s a fun time 

for your children.  They play games and memorize 

scripture.  AWANA goes during school year.  We 

are told to “Hide God’s word in our hearts.” 

  
January: 

10th  ~ Kick Off! Get back in the Grove of  

          Club 

17th ~ Yellow-Out/Have as much Yellow as you 

           can  

24th  ~ Island Paradise/Wear a Hawiian shirt 

31st ~ Favorite Sport/Tell the Club about your  

         favorite sport 

February: 

7th ~ Canned Goods/Help those in need by 

        bringing a canned good  

14th ~ Valentine’s Day/Wear pink, purple, red, 

         or white  

21st & 28th ~ Canned Goods/Help those in  

           need by bringing a canned good 

March: 

7th ~ Store Night/Cash in your Awana $$ 

14th ~ Blue-Out/Bring as much Blue as you can 

21st ~ Popcorn+Movie/We will be watching  

           “BRAVE’ 

28th ~ NO CLUB – SPRING BREAK 

 

   

 
During the school months we provide 

tutoring for children from Kindergarten to 9th 

grade each Thursday at 4:00 – 5:50 PM.  A light 

meal will be served along with a short devotion.  We 

will help with homework and practice reading and 

math on computers with approved programs from 

Danville Tutorial Program resources. Any questions 

you can call the church at 793-0342 or come visit 

any Thursday at 4 PM.  
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     When you receive this newsletter the year 

2018 will be history and we begin a new year.  

After Christmas festivities concluded at the end 

of December, my thoughts turn to the coming 

year.  I reflect on what 2018 has brought our 

“Young at Heart” ministry and what we hope the 

year 2019 will bring us. 

     Ezra 1:1-11 reads:  Everyone whose heart God 

had moved—prepared to go up and build the house 

of the Lord in Jerusalem.  No matter what lies in 

our past, when we confess our sin, God forgives us 

and gives us a fresh start.  What great cause for 

hope.  Thank you Lord for using our past to assure 

us our hope remains secure in your everlasting 

faithfulness. 

January 2019:  no program.  As we continue to 

read God’s word may God bless us with a New 

Year of peace, joy and Godly guest for our Young 

at Heart ministry.  Continue to pray that our 

programs always glorify God’s name and that our 

programs are always Spiritual, Educational, 

Informative and Entertaining.  I pray that they 

are all of these! 

If you are age 55 or over, and are not a 

participant of our “Young at Heart” ministry, 

please pray about joining us this 2019 year.  We 

would love to have you participate in the company 

of your Christian family. 

February 22:  Valentine’s Day theme! Come and 

join in a fun night with games and prizes 

March 28:  No program:  We give thanks to our 

Lord for 33 years of our “Young at Heart” 

ministry. 

April 19th ~ Young at Heart Program 

May 5th  ~ Senior Adult Day 

July 19th  ~ Young at Heart Program 

October 18th  ~ Young at Heart Program 

 

 

      I pray that you had a wonderful Christmas 

with family and friends and shared the Reason 

for the Season. 

Prayer:  Father God, help us to remember each 

day that you are bigger than our worries and 

that you can always grant us peach.  Amen 

 Hope Rich, Senior Citizen Director 

                         Betty Gallaway, Assistant 

    

 
May this New Year bring as many new 

beginnings for you as it will for me.  My eyes 

have been opened to being bolder in my sharing 

of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  You may have 

some new awakenings also. 

     For 8 years I was in “Bible Study Fellowship” 

BSF at St. Luke’s Church every Thursday 

morning.  This taught me that studying the Bible 

is one thing.  Putting it to work in our daily life is 

another.  As we studied together we shared our 

thoughts.  God spoke directly to the hearts of 

each of us.  This was a time to embrace the joy 

of being in God’s presence!  I want this again.  I 

want it for you. 

     In a few weeks I will start having a Bible 

Study in the parsonage next door to our church 

on Tuesdays at 10:00 AM.  If you are looking for 

a push in the right direction, give me a call at 

251-5778.  I would love to talk to you right away 

if you think you might be interested in joining us. 

 
 Ann Shackelford 
  Sunday School Director 
 
Small Groups for Bible Talk 

Sunday @ 6:00  PM – Church Fellowship Hall 

Tuesdays @ 10:30 AM – Pat Hancock 

Tuesdays @ 6:30 PM – Linda Whitmer 

Tuesdays @ 7:00 PM – Gary & Debbie Mann 
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Nursery Report: Thanks to our 2018 nursery helpers for 

their dedication in helping in the nursery.  They are: Mae 

Cornell, Judy Pruitt, Mary Strader, Jean Adkins, Judy 

Smith, Crystal Hanks and Juliana Batchelor.  May God 

continue to use you in any of his ministries this coming 

New Year. 
Hope Rich 

  Nursery Director 
 

Upcoming Events: 
January 

~ 10th ~ Tutorial & AWANA starts back 

~ 20th Sanctity of Human Life Day & Special Service 

           Of Prayer 

~ 27th ~ Baptist Men’s Day 

February 

~ 22nd ~ Young at Heart Program 

March 

~ 31st – United Services in Area Churches – 6 PM 

       Location to be anounced 
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“The Calvary Messenger” is a quarterly 

newsletter of our church.  If you would 

like to be on our mailing list, please call 

our church office (434-793-0342), or 

simply pick one up in our vestibule. We can 

e-mail it to you if you prefer by providing 

us with your e-mail address. 
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